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I say advisedly we have not got the full
information we were entitled to get; it
has not been explained te us in every
little detail as I would have liked. I am
sotry to have delayed the House, but I
feel strongly on these gnestions. My aim
in this life is to see that this State, of
whieh I am a native, is flourishing; and I
cannot help thinking that the Govern-
ment, if they proceed on their present
lines of barring private enterprise and
trying to run the State themselves, are
.not putting Western Australin on the
path I would like to see it on.

On mofion by Hon. B D. McKenzie
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.33 pm,

Legislative EHssembly,
Thursday, 11th July, 1912.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Attorney General: Report of
the Education Department for year ended
30th June, 1911,

QUESTION—EDUCATION, TEA-

CHERS’' SALARIES.

Mr. TURVEY asked the Minister for
Education: 1, What amount of money,

exclusive of annual inerements, was de-
voled during the eurrent year to increas-
ing ieachers’ salaries? 2, How many tea-
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chers participated in this inerease? 3,
On  what basis were these increases
granted?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, £3,166 during the last finan-
cial year; £2,280 in inerements from July
1st, and £2,836 in increments from Janu-
ary 1st. The expenditure on the latter
is for half the year only, the annual valne
of these increments being £5,772. The
total annual value of all the increments
is, therefore, £8,052. These figures are
for teachers only, and do not include
moniters. 2, 227 received increases from
July 1st, and 348 inereases from January
Ist, exclusive of annual inerements, . 3,
The salories of the lower grades of tea-
chers were dealt with this year, the altera-
tion of the general scale being left for
the coming Estimates. The alterations
made were as follows:—(a.) The mini-
mum salary for unclassified teachers was

" raised to £110 for both sexes. The mini-

mum previously had been £50 for women,
£90 for men, (b.} The maximum salary
for unclussified teachers in echarge of
scliools was raised te £140 for men and
£130 for women. ‘The previous figures
were £120 and £110¢ respectively. (e.)
The solaries of assistants in grade C2
were raised to £120-£130 for men, and
£120 for women. The previous fignres
were £110 to £130 for men, and £100 to
£110 for women, (d.) The minimum for
women in charge of sehools of Class VI.
was raised from £120 to £130. (e.) Cor-
responding increases fo those mentioned
above were given to supply teachers in
similar positions.  (f.) Provision was
made for first female assistants as well as
first male assistants in mixed schools of
Class I1., and for first assistants in schools
of Class TII. The following senle of ad-
ditions to the salary of first assistants
was introdueed:—A3 teacher: £30 first
clnss school; £25 second class school; £20
third class sehool. B1 teacher: £25 first
class school; £20 second elass school; £15
third class school, B2 teacher: £15 third
class school. (Previeusly first assistants
with the A3 classificalion in 1st elass
schools received £30, and all athers £13.)
(g.} The salarvies of female monitors
were raised to £40 and £30. The previous
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figures were £36 and £45. (h.) The
salaries of probationers were raised to
£24 and £40 for boys, and £24 and £30
for girls. The previous figures were £13
and £27 for boys; £12 and £18 for girls.
(i.) The salaries of female monitors-on-
supply were raised to £33 and £45. The
previous figures were £30 and £40

QUESTION—EARRI TIMBER

TESTS.

S MeDOWALL (for My, O'Loghlen)
asked 1he Premier: 1, Whose recom-
mendation have the Government adopted
in regard io the utilising of karvi timber?
2, Where was the test made? 3, What
veriod of time was covered by this test?

The PREMIER rveplied: Oun the joint
recommendation of the Engineer-in-Chief
and the Chief Engineer of Existing Lines.
1 would like to read a statemeni as well,
not anly for the infarmalion of members
but for' the information of the publie,
dealing with this question. It is as fol-
lows:—During 1806 a series of exhaus-
tive tests of the hardwoods of Wesiern
Australin were carried out at the Midland
Junction Rallway Workshops, aud in re-
porting upon karri timber for unse as
sleepers the investigating oflicer (Mr. G.
A, Julius, B.Se.,, M.E.) stated, inter alia:
“Two karri sleepers that had heen n ser-
vice in a damp position for 19 years
showed many signs of dry rot. vet still
retained their hold upon_ the dogspikes to
a degree quite sufficient to render them
safe in the road. Karel, whilst 1o every
other vespect almost unequalled as n
sleeper timber, is prone to develop dry
rot if nsed in damp ground. In regard
to the development of dry vot it is
established that the
sap is the chief source of trouble, . .
and such a proeess is now being experi-
nented upon as promises not only to ren-
der the timber practically immune to dry
rof but also to attacks from whiie ants,
and should this proecess prove suecessful
...there is no doubt that karri will prove
one of the most valuable sleeper timbers
in the waorld” (Fide Western Australian
Timber Tests 1906, p. 23.) The process
referred to is that known as “powellis-

presence of the-
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ing,” and during October 1906 a number
of karri sleepers were powellised at Mid-
land Juncfion workshops and placed in
the line with untreated ones, in places
favourable to the development of dry rot
and where dry rot already existed. Dur-
ing November 1909 some of the sleepers
weré examined and dry rot was found to
exist in some of the untreated ones. One
powellised and one unpowellised sleeper
were removed from the line and examined
by the departmental analytical chemist
who reported upon them in Mareh 1910
as follows:—“I find that the untreated
karri is affected by dry rot. These tim--
ber diseases sectn to have travelled in a
certain direction, as one side and the end
are the parts most affected. T found n
several places along the side that the ap-
parently affected area extends to a depth
of five eighths of an ineh. At these
places the fibres in the karri had almost
disappeared, having given place to a
eranalar and friable mass, which c¢onld he
readily removed with the finger nail. It
is impossible to say whether the dry rot
has penetrated deeper. . . . T have ex-
amined the powellised karri sleeper and
find it free from the above disease. In
no part of the sleeper can any of the
fungi be found, and that fibre iz sound
all over the portion exposed. The con-
dition of the sleeper is much more sound
than the untreated sleeper.” On 23rd
November 1910 two sleepers (one powel-
lised and one unpowellised) were taken
out of the road. Superficially they both
appeared thoroughly free from dry rot,
they were sawn in halves, were found to
be sound. and one-half section of each
was subjected to analyvtical examination,
the analyst reporting in May 1911 as
follows : —“T have to veport having mnde
an examination of the two half sections
of sleepers received from the Chief Eu-
gineer of Existing Lines, marked %A
and “B” respectively. “A” powellised
1st Novemhber 1806.—TUpon eareful eram-
ination of this sleeper and inspeetion un-
der the microseupe of n section, T failed
to detect any evidences of dvy rot. The
sleeper appeared to bhe in a fairly sound
eondition, and if anything. a little befter
than “B.7  “B” unpowellised.—T failed
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to disecover any evidences of dry rot in
‘this bhalf sleeper, The fibre appeared as
sound as that in sleeper marked “A” and
fairly well preserved. Apart from a
crack through the section taken, the tim-
bher was as sound as that in “A” In
every way, the sleeper marked “B” is
superior to the unpewellised sleeper in-
spected in March 1910.” Karri timber is
a most snitable timber for use as railway
sleepers, as it holds the dog spikes firmly,
no re-boring being necessary, and the de-
trimental influences of dry rot and white
ants being removed by the powellising
“treatment, karri may be considered as the
best “sleeper” timber par excellence.
Culvert timbers—In May 1903 a eunlvert
on the Jarrahwood section was renewed
with powellised karri timber. This eul-
vert has been subsequently specially ex-
amined at intervale and the timbers fonnd
to be in good eondition. P.W.D, experi-
ment—During Augnst 1908 the Publie
Works Department had some pieces of
poweliised and unpowellised karri timber
placed underground at Broome, where
white ants are particularly voracious. The
timbers were unearthed on 11tk February
1909, the treated piece being untouched
whilst the untreated piece was almost
completely eaten away. Karri is also
largely used for ear and wagon construe-
tion purposes, Its average life when nsed
in wagon underframes as headstocks and
bogie bolsters, ete.,, is not less than 18
years, nor less than 25 years in the other
parts of the framing, and the first cost in
Western Australia is stated to be at least
10 per cent. less than for the steel frame,
hesides which (while having equal earry-
ing eapacity the timber frames possess
greater flexibility than the steel frames,
and consequently are less easily derailed,
and when damaged are move easily and
quickly repaired. It was found that the
flooring planks in the frucks bulged up
during the winter, necessifating the re-
moval of a plank and its replacement
during the summer, hut sinee the timher
has been powellised this diffienlty has
been overcoine. The powellising process
for the preservaiion of (imber has been
adopted in other parts of the world, and
plants are installed in several other States
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of the Commonwealth, notably New South
Wales, Victoria, and New Zealand.

QUESTIQON—PUBLIC SERVICE
INSPECTOR.

Mr. E. B. JOHXSTON asked the
Premier: Will applications be called at
once for the new position of Public Ser-
vice Inspector? If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: It has not
vet been decided when applications will
be called, this matter now being under
the consideration of the Government.

BILL—METHODIST CHCRCH PRO-
PERTY TRUST.

Introduced by the Attorney General and
vead a first time,

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER : I desire to announce
at this stage that I have nominated the
members for Coolgardie, Albany, and
Kimberley, as temporary Chairmen for
the session.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixih Day.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Mr. A. E, PIESSE (Katanning): It is
not my intention to take up very much
of the time of hon. members in discuss-
ing the subjeet matter of His Excellency’s
Speech ; T would rather content myself
by making brief references to some of
the most important matters contained
in that Speech and reserving to myself
the right to discuss the other questions
of lesser importance when they come
forward in due time. I regret with
previous speakers the unfortunate dry
season that we have recently experien-
ced, and I sympathise with those heroic
settlers who have battled through the
past vear and who have met their
almost insurmountable difficulties with
a good heart. . I feel sure that every hon.
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member will rejoice in the fact that
during the last few deys our agricultural
areas have been visited with beneficial
raing, and I express the hope that the
result of these rains will be a bountiful
harvest and that our settlers will reap
a rich reward for the efforts they have
put forward. I also realise the diffi-
culties that have surrounded the efforts
of the present Administration in carrying
on the effairs of the country during this
time of temporary stress. At the same
time, while I do not wish to be ungen-
erous to the Ministers controlling the
affairs of this State, I feel that it is
necessary for me to meke some criticism
especially on the management of affairs
during the past nine months. The first
and most important question I wish to
deal with is that of finance. We know
that finance is the pivot upon which
the future prosperity of the country must
revolve, and unless our finances are in
a satisfactory and healthy state we
cannot expect the country to develop
to the same extent as if the finances
were in & sound condition. It is a fact
that the result of the year’s operations
are somewhat disquietening when we
come to take into consideration the
fact that the present Treasurer started
the year with a credit balance.

The Premier : Oh, no.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: There certainly
was & credit balance of some £13,000 at
the beginning of the financial year,

The Premier: But the present Trea-
surer did not start with a credit balance.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : Well, the present
financial year started with & credit
balance.

The Premier : But where was it on
September 30th ?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : On that date, un-
doubtedly there was a debit balance
of £28,000, but I am quoting the whole
year, and I am justified in using that
credit balance for the sake of argument.
Now, while the present Treasurer com-
menced with a credit balance of £13,000
after nine months operations he wound
up with a deficit at the-end of May of
£182,000.

The Premier : You do not know what
the deficit will be at the end of the year.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Do you know ?
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The Premier: I do not.

Hon, Frank Wilson: The figures may
be better.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : We sincerely hope
that they are better,

The Premier: It will be a true state-
ment, rest assured of that. .

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: We hope tha
they are better, but I certainly contend
that the caution which is so necesary
has not been exercised. When we come
to compare the past Treasurer’s manage-
ment with that of the present Treasurer,
we must agree that the Premier has not
exercised that consideration and care
that he should have done if he had paid
better attention to the question of
fnance. We know that during Mr.
Wilson’s Administration he had many
difficulties to contend with in the years
prior to 1909, He had to meet with the
ever-shrinking revenue from Common-
wealth returns, but by careful manage-
men during the years 1909-10 and
1910-11 he accounted for a considerable
excess of revenue over expenditure
with the result that at the end of the
finencial year 1910-11 he wound up with
a oredit balance.

The Fremier : By the wholesale trans-
fer of expenditure from revenue to Loan
Fund.

Hon. Frank Wilson ;: Nonsense.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : T might very well
leave the leader of the Opposition to -
deal with that assertion. I am qguite
content to know that the finances of the
country showed a credit balance instead
of showing a debit balance of such pro-
portions as that which exists to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : Did you feel quite happy over
it ?

Mr. A, E. PIESSE:
happier than I do to-day.

The Prernier : We wounld feel happier,
too, if we had had the same seasons. -

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : I feclt happier for
the reason that I am not satisfied as to
where the present Treasurer is going to
lana us. Where is he going to stop ?
During the past eleven months he has
spent something like £300,000 more than
the late Treasurer spent during the
corresponding period of the previous
year.

I felt much
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Hon. Frank Wilson : And nothing to
show for it ? .

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : And, as my leader
says, there is nothing to show for i,
And when we come to add the probable
annual cost to the country of the new
socielistic ventures of the present Ad.
ministration, we must pause and wonder
where we are going to land. . . s

Mr. Green: That is where the;shoe
pinches. ,

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I do not suppose
that the hon, gentleman who inter-
jected has really considered how far
the shoe is going to pinch or who it is
going to pinch.

Mr., Green: A State flour mill will
pinch.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE : In this connection,
I want t0 warn the Premier and his
Ministers that he is embarking on very
dangerous experiments in the venbures
he is about to undertake. This House
might at least have expected that the
Government would have taken hon.
members on this side into their con-
fidence in regard to these proposals. It
is evidently sufficient in the minds of
the Government to know that these pro-
posals have bheen submitted to caucus,
that they have been approved of by
their followers, and it 'was therefore not
necessary to refer them to Parliament.

. + The Premier: You know as well as
possible that is an incorrect state-
ment. They were before the public at
the general election.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: We can only
judge by actions.

The Premier: You know very well
they were spoken of from every platform
on which there was & member from this
sido during the election.

Mr. A. E, PIESSE: What I complain
of is that we have no data placed before
us before the country is committed to this
large expenditure. That is the point
I want the Premier to understand, and
that is the point the country wants
soine information about. Tt is all very
well for the Premier to tell us that he has
& mandate for this expenditure and to
know that amongst his own immediate
supporters it is & popular movement,
but at the same time there are electors
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throughout the length and breadth o
this country who want to know a little
more about these proposals of the Gov-
ernmént before they approve of them.
And T say the Government had no right
to incur this expenditure and to pledge the
country.

The Premier : Did you not pledge the
country before you wanted some in-
formation ? You pledged yourselves
long ago; your leader pledged your
party to buy e special steamer.

Mr. Mitchell : Not before Parliament
approved.

The Premier: Your leader said that,
if necessary, he would buy a State steamer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But not hefore
consulting Parliament.

Mr. A. E. PIESSIE: So far as I under-
stood the intentions of the leader of the
Opyposition he was to bring forward soma
comprehensive scheme for dealing with
this vexed question. The purchase of
a steamer was only part of the proposal.

Hon. Frank Wilson: If necessary.

Mr. A, BE. PIESSE : Yes, if necossary.
So far ss I am personally concerned, I
would certainiy like to have had some
informagion from my leader before
agreeing to give my support to & pro-
posal, the success of which I am sure is
likely to be very problematical How-
ever, my point is shis, that the Premier,
notwithstanding the fact that the year’s
operations have landed ws with a deficit,
has further pledged the coantry to this
very doubtful proposition, the socialistic
venture of preocuring steamers. Very
little has been said during the debate in
regard to the action of the Government
in putting on & steamer on the south-
east coast. It is too early to say much
about the operations of the service, but
I {feel myself, from the information
1 have been.able to glean, that the
Government have entered on a very
risky proposition indeed. As s matber
of fact the trade in the Hopetoun district
we know has fallen off very much of late,
and as far as the harbour {facilities
are concerned - very great difficulties
present themselves and I understand
it is part of the Government’s scheme
to ecquip this service or have it thoroughly
carried out, and to further improve the
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harbour facilities at Hopetoun. 1 would
like to know whether the expenditure
in connection with the improvement of
the harbour or the extension of the
jotty is to be charged to the capital
amount of the State’s steamer service,
and what provision the Government
have made for lightering steamers at
this particular port.

The Premier: You would not expect
us to charge up the improvement of
Fremantle to a steamer service.

“Mr. A. E. PIESSE : Great difficulties
are presenting themselves at Hopetoun,
and T believe the Government are bound
to land goods, according to their contract
with the Commonweslth, on the jetty ;
and I understend further that they have
mede no provision for lightering. In
view of the fact that there is a great
deal of copper ore swaiting shipment
at this port which cannot be lightered
to the vessels I conclude the Government
will be put to a preat deal of expense
in providing the necessary lighters.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : How long since is it you have
had this- information ?

Mr. A. E. PTESSE : The Premier has
committed this country to an expen.
diture of money which is likely to further
embarrass our financial position at Home
because it is all very well to go to the
Home market with good propositions
like we have done in the past and with
the fact that the bulk of the loan moneys
have been spent in good sound proposi-
tions, but if the Government are to carry
out their policy, particalarly in regard
to new railways, it will be necessary to
find more money, and I can assure the
Premier he will probably have greater
difficulty in raising his loans, f ho goes
to the London market, when it is known
we are trading in a reckless manner
on the lines of the Labour policy.

The Premier : The wish is father to
the thought.

Mr. Heitmann: Do youn know that
when it was proposed to build the rail-
way from Fremantle to Perth, the same
objection was raised ?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: T have tried to
point out to the Treasurer that it is
certainly far more necessary to build

railways to open up country, relying on
the policy that we know to be on safe
and sound lines, than embarking on
dangerous experiments. There is an-
other point, and no doubt the Treasurer
will deal with this when he deals with
the Budget. Tt seems to me the Premier
is not giving us very much consolation
as to how he is going to reduce the
deficit. As a matter of fact we have
not been assured that the increasing
expenditure over revenue is going to
stop. What T would like to know is
how the Premier proposes to make up
the deficiency. Does he propose to
have further direct texation, because ii
he does I can assure the Premier the
country cannot stand any further direct
taxation. If the bleeding process is to
be brought into operation and that plank
of the party’'s platform is to be carried
out in its entirely. that taxation without
exemption or rebate is to be brought
into force, we shall bleed the unfortu-
nate farmers who have gone through a
most trying season. Are we to take
the little drop of life-blood which isleft in
those farmers ?

Mr. Heitmann : Has there heen any-
thing in the actions of the party to lead
you to believe that they will be unfeir ?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I am asking for
information. 1 want to know where
the Treasurer is to get the increasing
revenue t0 cope with the increasing ex-
penditure. As far as direct taxation is
concerned, and T am referring to land
taxation, the Government will have to
take into consideration the fact that
we have already pretty high local tax-
ation. Local taxes have been increased
during the last year by the new Roads
Act under which a mininnnm is fixed
and that of necessity has increased the
local rates. Therefore, T am perfectly
right in saying that as far as the country
districts are concerned they cannot
stand any further direct taxation. I am
glad the Government realise the im-
portance of our great agricultural in-
dustry, also that if this country is to
prosper and develop and become the
great country that we all expect it to be,
we must fully develop our agricultural
resources. 1 am glad to notice that to
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some extent the Government have con-
tinued along the lines of policy adopted
by the late Government. The land
selected during the last year, we have
been informed by the Premier, exceeds
somewhat the area selected during the
last year of the Administration of the
late Government. All I can say is that
I am glad to know that the settlement
is being continued, and I think to a
great extent we should give credit to the
_old conditions thet prevailed when the
Government took over the affairs of
the State. The true position hes not
yet been disclosed in regard to the
figures, but I think we might be content
to wait until the operations of the year
are concluded for further information
before making any comment on the
figuares. The Government, I think,
should take warning by the result of the
falling off in the sales of town lands
before they attempt to carry into effect
the proposal to . adopt the leasehold
system instead of frechold tenure. Here is
a glaring instance, and an indication of
what will happen in the near future as
soon as the Government bring in the
amendment to the Land Act. We
know as a positive fact that during the
time the amended conditions regarding
town lots have heen in existence very
few applications indeed have been made.
There has almost been a suspension of
business. This should be an indication
to the Government of what is going to
happen as soon as they bring into oper-
ation their leaseliold tenure system. I
hope that wiser counsels will prevail and
if the Government see fit to bring in
the conditions of leasehold tenure they
will make it optional for the freehold
tenure to continue. With regard to
water supply, and we have heard & great
deal about this during this debate, X
would like to say at the outset that T am
very pleased at the manner in which
the present Administration have dealt
with the farmers during the past dry
seasons. At the seme time I think
that very often Ministers when travell-
ing shout the country have hardly been
fair as to the amount of credit due to
the late Administration. We all know

full well that this system of providing
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water-supplies, clearing roads in the new
areas, putting down tanks in dry dis-
triets, was instituted by my friend the
late Minister for Lands. I know very
well that the Minister incurred dis-
pleasure very often amongst members
of this House by expending money in
this direction when it was found tha$
this work was being carried out from
the vote provided for the development
of agriculture.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He promised ;
this Government did the work.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I know the hon.
member (Mr. Mitchell) did an enormous
amount of good work in this direction.
I have personal experence of the works
that were carried out, and I congratulate
the present Minister in continuing this
work in the manner he has done. He
certainly had the advantage of the work
put in by the late Ministry, and the
present Government certainly were met
with a situation which the late Ministry
had not met with—the season was a
much drier ¢ne and it was -discovered
that the work would have to proceed
at & moderate pace. Sometling was
said by the Premier & little while ago
in regard to the putting down of pot-
holes. The present Administration, as
far as I know, have never refused to
carry out necessary works. The late
Minister for Lands, Mr. Mitchell, was
the first to institute the 35,000-yards
dams. There were several put down
to the east of the Great Southern Rail-
way. Some of them were put down at
my own request, and the Minister willing-
ly fell in with the sugpestion and had
them put down. That was before the
present Administration came into office,
So the Premier is hardly right in making
the insinuation that there were nothing
but pot holes put down by the late Ad-
ministration. I appreciate what haes
been done by the present Government ;
I know they have met the situation ;
still T want to show some appreciation
for the work done by their predecessors.
Surely the want of activity on the part
of present Ministers in regard to building
railways is very apparent.

The Premier: Want of aetivity! I
wish you could remove yourself from
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party, and unburden yourself for a liitle
while.

Mr. A. K, PIBSSE: It is mentioned in
the Governor’s Speech that 284 miles were
constructed, and that 453 miles were un-
der way; and if we believe what the
Minister for Works said to a deputation
that waited on him, the Government have
214 years railway construction under
way.

Mr. George: Then there is the Trans-
Australian also.

The Premier: We are not building 500
miles of ratlway along one route, do not
forget. Some will be completed and
others started in the meantime.

Mr, A, E, PIESSE: One of the rail-
ways will be the Wongan Hills-Mullewa
line. That is of considerable length, and
aceording to the programme laid down
by the Government, it will take a consider-
able time to build.

The Premier: Some of the short rail-
ways will be completed in the meantime,
and the gangs will he started on other
lines.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: My complaint is
that we need to build railways at a greater
speed than at 200 miles per annum.

The Premier: Why did not your people
do it?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: T think an effort
was put forward. Surely the Premier
will admit a great deal was done in this
direction, becanse, as a matter of fnet,
we have been calling on much of his valu-
able time lately to deelare these lines
open. It is absurd when we ecome to think
of the lines that arve urgently waiting to
be constructed, for the Government to
say, through their Minister for Works,
that they cannot build more than 200
miles per aunum. In the partienlar case
of the Yillimmining-Kondinin railway,
which is urgently needed, why eannot it
be pushed on with? The people in the
locality are simply at their wits’ end to
know what to do. They are in serious
diffienlties. Even if the Government are
opposed to the building of these rail-
ways by contract, and even suppose it
might cost a little more to build it by con-
tract, we ave assured of the one fact that
we would get a thoronghly good job, and
we are also assured of this that we are
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giving relief to those people who deserve
it. I hope the Government will take this
question of letting a few of these lines
by contract into immediate consideration.
1 realise the diffieulty, but I do not see
why the eountry should be hung up until
the Government get a further mandate
from Congress in regard to this matter.
I think the Government should be in the
position to say at once, to meet a special
case, “We cannot do this departmentally;
we will do it by contract.”

The Premier: That line is no more
special than any others authorised.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: They are all im-
portant, and we should not keep these
people waiting at all. I musi also take
some exception to a remark made by the
Minister for Works in the course of that
deputation that waited on him. Tt was
in regard to the building of railways by
the Public Works Department. T am not
opposed to building some of our railways
by day-labour; I think it is a good thing
for the Public Works Department to be
able to build some of these lines; but 1
do not see, when we have econtractors in
the State with their plants, and when we
have people waiting for railway facilities,
why we cannot push on with these works.
But the Minister for Works said “he
wanted good railways.” Now, 1 take it
that his insinuation was that the railways
built by contraet were not good railways;
but T am sure he conld not have discussed
the matter with his chief, the Premier,
or with the Minister for Railways: be-
cause I am sure the Premier, when travel-
ling over some of these lines cnuite ve-
cently, must have come to the conclusian
that the railways that were bhuilt by con-
tract were good jobs.

Mr. S. Stubbs: He said so.

The Premier: That is the difterence.
I am not nervous about expressing my
opinion. If some of you people would
express your opinions, you would talk
very differently from what you sayx now.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: All T can say is
that the development of this country
should not be held up.

The Premier: Held up! That is a nice
term to nse. We are huilding faster than
your Government ever did.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.



376

The Premier: Yes, it is a fact.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

“Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I eontend we are
not building fast encugh; but even if the
present Government are building faster
than the past Government—though I am
assured by my chief that this is not a fact
—it is no excuse. We have to consider
the position as it exists to-day. I am
very sorry to have to make sowe refer-
ence to the all important matter that has
come under our notice during the past
few months; that is in reference to the
administration of the Lands Department.
T have the greatest respect for the pres-
ent Minister for Lands, and I feel sure
that he is decidedly in earnest in doing
his very best to administer the depart-
ment to the best of his ability. At the
same time I cannot lose sight of the fact
that Le has brought npon the country a
very peculiar situation through the issuing
of those much-tallied-of regulations. I am
with the Government entirely in doing
the best to nssist and encourage none but
bona fide selectors to go on our lands, I
1ealise, with other hon. members, that if
we are to get the best possible vesults
from this State we must get onr lands de-
veloped to their utmost extent. At the
same time, I am satisfied that the Minister
for Lands went the wrong way about
carrying out his intention. I am satis-
fied, ootwithstanding the effect of his
explanation the other night that he did
it uninfentionally. that he has done great
injury to the security of our conditional
purchase Tands, There is no getting away
from the faet that the issuing of such
regulations did eanse. at the time, and
has eaiised since, considerable finaneial
unrest. TFurther than that. T know for a
fact that the finaneial institutions take a
very serious view of the situation. I know
that the eountry branches were cirenlar-
ised by the head offices. and I know that
in many instances the loeal managers fook
n verv serions view of the situntion and
they had to be much move careful in re-
zard to their advanees upon eonditional
purchases. The Minister could have at-
tained his object without issning such
drastic regulations. T am satisfied it was
his intention at the time to pass all bona
fide transfers, but the regulations had
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gone out, and the damage was already
done, We find the position to-day is not
so good, from a financial peint of view,
as it was when the regulations were is-
sned. I agree with the Minister that the
effect of the bad season was a contributing
factor, and a very large one alse; but it
does not take mueh to frighten the finan-
cial institutions; it does not take much
to make the man with the money button
up his pockets. The man who has the
money is the man who wants to be satis-
fied that lis security is safe. For many
vears past, those who have lived in the
agricultural districts have experienced
great diffieulty in getting financial insti-
tutions to look at our conditional purehase
securities, and it was not until the Agri-
enltural Bank, which was specially ereated
for the purpose, was brought into use,
that the other institutions, the chartered
banks, were really able to realise there
was some security in conditional purehase
lends. Now, after working it up to a
satisfactory position, and getting the
banks to o inte the country disiriets—
along the Great Southern Railway they
have, between York and Albany, 40
branehes of the chartered banks estab-
lished where 30 years ago there was not
one hranch—hon, members can under-
stand the effect it will have upon the
development of the country if the finan-
cial institutions restrict their operations
to any great extent. A ereat deal of
damage has been done hy the issving of
the vegnlations, and T am sure no oue
would vegret it move than the Minister
for T.ands. T hope that, even at this Iate
hour, he will endeavonr to restore the
confidence that existed prior to he issne
of the regulations. It is not always easy
for one to admit that a mistake has heen
made, hut T feel sure that, now that the
Minisler sees the situation, he will,
at an early date, thoronghly explain
what wns his  intention by those
regnlations, and remove the embargo that
has existed during the past few months.
I .notice that the present Administration
have not earried out that much talked of
reduction .in the price of land, in regard
to which we heard so much at the last
general election. I way say here T am
quite satisfied that the late Minister erved
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very much indeed in fixing the price of
these lands at the rates he did. I have
never lost an opportunity of saying that
[ disagreed with him in that particular;
hecanse if we are to settle our lands, and
particularly the poorer and lighter of our
lands, we must keep the prices down to
the lowest possible limif. It is of no
use putting these people on the land
unless they are to make a snceess of their
holdings, and I regret that the present
Administration are following along the
same lines as the late Minister in keeping
up the prices. Some little time ago a
board was appointed to inquire inte the
best means of eradicating the poison in
the Kojonup distriet, and I am surprised
that, notwithstanding the board was com-
prised of men of considerable experience,
and that they made certain recommenda-
tions, their recommendations have not
been acted upon by the present Govern-
ment. One of the recommendations made
was in respect to the revaluation and re-
classification of the area known as Din-
ninup. This area was eut up during the
time Sir Newion Moore was Minister for
Lands, and unfortunately it was cat up
into areas.too small to admit of suecessful
working. Moreover it contained a con-
siderable amount’ of poison, and was
under a treble misfortune in the faet that
the people placed upon that area waere
mostly Englishmen, totally inexperienced
tn the character of the country. These
selectors have been asking for reclassifi-
cation, and for some allowanee for the
ringbarking, which, I may say in passing,
was done by day labour, affording work
for unemployed, and was very badly done
indeed, some of the trees being ring-
barked and others not touched. The
settlers on this area are natnrally con-
cerned ahout the price charged for ring-
barking which has been of very little nse
to them. I trust the Minister will take
inte consideration the recommendation of
this board and give some relief as early
as possible to the people settled on that
area. The further liberalisation of the
Agricultural Bank was kept very promin-
ently before the electors at the last gen-
eral elections, and a very great deal was

made of the amending Bill brought in.

While fo some extent it has met the re-
quirements of farmers, yet it has not
gone as far as we would have liked it to
go; not so far as the Minister led us
to believe it would go. 1 am sorry the
Minister is not in his place just now,
becaunse I wished to bring under his notice
the necessity for further liberalising this
great institution which has already done
so much to build up our agricultural in-
dustry. In introducing the amending Bill
last session the Minisier said—

I have always held that if it is good
enough for the Agricultural Bank fto
help the settler ereate a seeurity, it is
also good enongh and advantapeous for
the Agricultural Bank to lend him

" money after ithat security has been
created, and in this pariicular measure
I seek to accomplish that purpose. It
is provided here that subject to the
provisions of the Act and the diseretion
of the iruslees of the Bank they will
have power to lend money upon the
seearity just as the chartered banks do,

. [The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

‘When the Bill left this Chamber no limit
was placed on the advance, but when it
was returned from another place the
maximum advance was limited to £2,000.
However, the settlers in the country were
under the impression that what the Min-
ister said when intredueing the Bill wonld
be carried into effect. 1 have np com-
plaint to make against the Agricultural
Bank, rather have I everything to say
by way of commendation of the good
work done by the general manager, by
the trustees and by the deputy manager.
There is no doubt at all My, Paterson has
done a tremendous amount of good work
in thal institotion, and with his staff he
has sympathetically econsidered the vari-
ous applieations placed before him. At
the same time we are in this position to-
day: the policy of the bank has not been
altered, it remains just the same as in
years past. The bank has not the capital
te meet all the applications which may
be eommended to the manager, and until
Parliament expressly indicates to the
bank that they wish the bank to take up
existing mortgages or to loan upon well
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improved properties, the manager, of
course, can only carry out the intention
of the Aet as it appears to-day.
I am pleased to nofice in the Speech thal
provision is to be made for increasing the
capital of the bank, and I hope that when
this proposition is taken into considera-
tion sofficient money will be set aside to
provide for the points I have just men-
tioned. I am sorry to say the Government
have been rather negleciful in regard to
providing sufficient moneys for road
facilities. Although last year, from rev-
enue, an increase of £7,000 was provided,
yet from loan funds—and we know that
if we are {o get the best resulis from our
railways we must be-ready to build feeder
roads to all the new lines—the Govern-
ment made no extra provision from loan
funds. Rather were they content to earry
forward an unexpended balance of the
£80,000 loan provided by the previous
Government. Thus £30,000 was carried
forward, and T am assured that less than
one-half of that was available for the
expenditure of last year, becanse a good
portion of it had already been earmarked.
I hope the Premier will bear that in mind
when he is considering the Estimates for
the coming financial year, and that ample
provision will be made for our roads. I
have nothing further to say in regard to
the Specch, but I would like to make a
short reference to the guestion of rail-
way freights. 1t is a matter I think the
Government might very well keep steadily
before them for their earnmest considera-
tion,

Mr. Lander: They have reduced the
terminal charge on agriculfural lines.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE : Yes, I congratu-
late the Government upon their action
in doing away with the terminal charge
upon the light railways. At the same
time I think the Government should be
reminded thaf agriculturists in this State
pay the highest rate for the carriage of
agrienitural produce that is paid in any
of the States of the Commonwealth, with
the one exception of South Australia. As
a matter of fact, in New South Wales for
a distance of 300 miles the agriculturist
nays 10s. 6d., whereas in Western Aus-
tralia he is vequired to pay 17s. There-
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fore, if we are to compete suecessfully
with our Eastern neighbours it is only
fair and right that our agriecaiturists
shouid be pilaced upon the same basis with
them in respect to railway freights. The
cost of construetion of agriculiaral
machinery is one that has always con-
cerned me very much, I feel that we are
paying altogether too much for our agri-
cultural machinery, and although the Gov-
ernment have indicated their intention of
embarking upon State works for the pro-
duetion of agricultural macbinery, I ean-
not see any likelihood of their achieving
a reduction in the cost of such machinery,
In my opinion it would be far betier if
the Government were first to make sure
they were going to be successful in this
venture, and I trust the fullest informa-
tion will be obtained by the Government
before they enter upon the congtruetion
of this agricaltural machinery by State
enterprise, At the same time I would
point out to the Government that they
are nof 'going to rednce the eost of
binders, for some considerable time at
least, because reapers and binders are not
likely to he made in the State work-
shops, and I think the Government might
well approach this queslion by way of
official inguniry. We have the data of
the Harvester Commission appointed by
the Federal Government, and T think the
Government should first secure all the in-
formation it is possible to obtain with a
view of seeing what can be done to redues
the eost of agricultural machinery. T
Lhave nothing forther to add. I am sormry
if I have wearied hon. members with my
remarks. I would like to conclude with
the hope that we shall have a bounteous
harvest, that confidenee in the country
will he maintained, and that as a result
of the year’s operations we shall be ahle
to boast a reecord development.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) : I rise for the seeond time to
support a metion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply to His Excellency
the Governor's Speech, and I regvet that
members have an opportunity of doing
so. As we know, the Labour policy which
is being put into operation seeks to do
awny with anything in the direction of
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frill, which may be regarded as unneces-
sary. We have seen that in regard to the
removal of the Mace, and I think it would
be a good thing if the proceedings at the
opening of Parliament were amended so
that the amount of time spent on the
Address-in-reply counld be untilised in con-
sidering the serious business of the coun-
try. ’

Mr. Heitmann: It gives us an oppor-
tunity to get into the stride.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: But we have
an opportunity of discussing each in-
dividual measure and I am sorry the time
is wasted perhaps in this respect, but I
am taking advantage of the usual habit
of ecalling attention to some necessary
works, T congratulate the Ministry on
the great improvement in administration
that it is readily recognised has taken
place during the last few months, and par-
tieularly in regard to the assistanee which
they have given to farmers. One of the
best things the Minister for Lands has
done is to reform the system on which
extensions of time for the payment of
rents are granted. Under the late Gov-
ernment these applications were all
dealt with in Perth, and concessions were
very often obtained by St. George’s-ter-
race farmers without any officer closely
assoeinfed with the distriet knowing any-
thing about them. The WMinister has
altered this system, and under the new
system all applieations for extension of
time for the payment of rent are dealt
with by the distriet land agents, and ex-
tensions before being granted have to be
certified by the distriet officer as being de-
serving. I am surprised that that peeunliar
organisation known as the Metropolitan
Branch of the Farmers’ and Producers’
Association, and composed largely of
gentlemen who lend money to farmers at
reasonahle rates of interest and who con-
duet commercial eoncerns on the Terrace,
have not objected te this alteration hy
the Minister for Lands as strenuously
publically as we know some of their
members do privately. We know also
that it was largely through the
influence of the associated banks and
some of the gentlemen who belong to this
Metropolitan Farmers’ Association that
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the decentralisation of the lands branch

of the Lands Department and the
system of  dealing with ftransfers
was not proceeded with some little

time ago. I hope that this exten-
sion of the decentralisation system will
have the early consideration of the Min-
ister for Lands. By the provision of seed
wheat to farmers great assistance
has been given to seftlers who
were so seriously affected by the
recent drought. The action of the
Government in this respeet has enabled
hundreds of farmers to remain on their
land and to keep their families there,
farmers who would otherwise have had
to leave their properties and perhaps
have been forced to sacrilice them. Tor-
tunately the Government came to the
rescue and supplied these drought-
afflicted people with seed wheat and man-
ure, andt I wish to congratulate My, Sut-
ton, the Agrienltural Commissioner for
the Wheat Belts, on the excellent
manner in which he has administered
the work of the Seed Wheat Board. The
Government’s action in this direction was
very justifiable. The wheat belf is the
greatest asset Western Australia has; our
permanent prosperity depends upon it
and the assistance the Government have
given to the wheat growers is very encounr-
aging. I am sorry thai even greater re-
ference is not made in the Speech to the
establishment of agrienltural implement
works. W are told that attention is be-
ing given to that subject. I hope works
will very soon be constructed. Qur poliey
as outlined was to construet harvesters
here. "We are told by an expert author-
ity that harvesters ean be made for less
than £60, and 1 hope very soon the Gov-
ernment will push on with that somewhat
socialistic enterprise, in the intevests of
our settlers.

Mr, 5. Stubbs: Are not harvesiers
patented, and would it not cost a lot for
royalty ¢

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: I have found
that when a recent Government gave
special assistance from the Agricultural
Bank to settlers {o boy agrienltural ma-
chinery made in Western Australia, an
enterprising gentleman straight away be-
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gan {o make these machines at Victoria
Park, and surely if patent rights did not
stop that gentleman of limited ecapital
from starting, they will not prevent the
Government, Regarding State flour
mills, T would like 10 see them established
right through the agrienltural distriets.
We have a co-operative flour mill in
Narrogin which is doing excellent work,
but only to-day I received a letter from
the Williams roads board in which they
have applied to the Government for the
erection of a State flonr mill at Williams,
and the people at Wickepin have made a
similar request.

Mr. Carpenter: Did you say the Wil-
liams roads board?

Mr. E. B. JOANSTON: Yes. Knter-
prising farmers many of whom farm big
areas have applied for a mill at Williams
and T am pleased of this because that
cenire has been regarded as being a
slightly eonservative one. I hope the Gov-
ernment will look earefully into these re-
quests. Tremendons guantities of wheai
are produced in these distriets and
the people ave sympathetic fo our
poliey in this respeet, and I know
of no place where State flour
mills could be started with greater pros-
pects of suceess. The people of Cubai-
ling are also anxiouns to bave a State flour
mill there. 1 am glad to know that the
provision of workers’ homes is heing pro-
ceeded with, In Narrosin there is a
great demnand for houses at the present
time, and I hope that very soon homes
will be provided throughout the agrienl-
tural as well as in the city areas. I re-
gret that so much time has been spent in
diseussing the somewhat frivolous no-
confidence motion introduced by the
leader of the Opposition. I think the
people in  this State expected the
Government to purchase steamers
as soon as they had the opportunity,
particulavly in view of the faet that
a State-owned line of steamers for the
North-West coast was the first plank
of the Labour party’s special platform
for the North-West. The popularity of
that proposal was evidenced by the return
from those constituencies of three sup-
porters of the Government at the recent
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election. Since then I have had an op-
poriunity with other members of visiting
the North-West, and 1 can assure the
House that every section of the North-
TWest community is pleased and gratified
at the action of the Government in this
respect. Commercial people, store-
keepers and snuatters ave all pleased that
theve is a prospeet of their being re-
lieved from the operations of the ship-
ping ring. They are pleased that
freights and passenger fares are likely
to he reduced. Oun this peint I hope
that if this Government have the power
they will exercise it, and if not
that they will appeal to the Federal Gov-
ernment to prevent State-owned steamers
whiell will be manned by wbhite labouwr
paying n proper rate of wages tfrom be-
ing subjected to the unfaiv competition of
the coolie-manned steamers now on that
line. In the Cnited States all foveign
vessels have been prevented from frading
hetween porls in that eountry, and while
T do not want to see hoats whieh will
conform to our requirements in regard
fo the people they employ and the wages
they pay, stopped frow: trading heve, I
lope the Government hoals will wot he
subject to any competition from the boats
which now employ cheap Asiatic labonr
on the eoast. I am very glad that
the people in the North-West are to
have the advantage of Staté-owned means
of communication by steamers, just as the
people in the agrieultural distriets have
State-owned means of eowmunication in
the shape of railwavs. This brings me
{o the important question of railway con-
stimetion,. We are told in the Speeeh
that 453 miles of railway are under con-
struetion, and that is very gratifyving. The
Government were faced with dilliculties
in regard to pushing these works forward.
When they assumed office they found they
had 1o build a large nuniher of railways
which had heen promised and anthovised
by ithe previous Government and which
had never been constructed. The Wicke-
pin-Merredin line had been promised to
the peaple for fve or six vears. For
vears that particular proposal had been
hefove the country and the line had been
authorised for a long fime hefore this



[11 Juwy, 1912.]

Government took office, but nothing had
been done towards starting it. I am glad
that through the energy of the present
Government that line is in hand now, but
it would be interesting if we could ascer-
tain why that line and the Yillimining-
Kondinin line, both of which were vecom-
mended for special priority of eonstruction
by the agricultural advisory board, were
pot put in hand by the late Government.
In vegard fo the Yillimining-Kondinin
line, I do not quite understand an inter-
jeetion that was made by the Premier
becauze throughout that district the peo-
ple have recognised that the Premier has
shown a special anxiety to give them their

railway as soon as that can be done. The .

Premier showed his anxiely by bringing
that partienlar railway in and geiiing it
authorized as soon as he took office, and,
while I have no desire to delay the House,
I think if any member has any doubt as
to the reasons why this lne should have
special priority of construetion, T will read
the advisory board’s report and the re-
marks of the Minister for Works at the
time that railway was introduced. The
Advisory Board said—

Of these lines——referring fo all the
lines ihey were reviewing—we consider
that next to the through line, Wickepin-
Merredin, the easterm or Kulin loop
should liave preference in order of
construetion, as the land is of high
quality, is relatively far from any ex-
isting serviee. and promises very sub-
stantial relurns te the general railway
system,

In spite of that a large number of vail-
ways sinee recommended have been actu-
ally eonstrueted whilst the Yillimining-
Kondinin railway has not yet been put
in hand.

The Premier: If any line is authorised
by Parliament this session it will not be
commenced before that particular one.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX: I am pleased
to have that assurance. The Minister for
Works on the same snbject, said—

The Advisory Board urged that it
was an area which shonld receive special
consideration, and which was only
second in importance to the Wickepin-
Merredin proposition. As I have al-
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ready stated in reply to a question, the
Government do not propose to give it
preference over the Nunagin-Quairad-
ing line, nor over the Wickepin-Merve-
din line, but we propose to give con-
sideration to the recommendation of the
advisory board, recognising that this is
a thickly populated area, that a large
proportion of it iz under enltivation,
and that in many respects it is deserv-
ing of eonsideration. "I'he Bill has been
brought down in order to get the neeces-
sary authority o constrnet the line
whencver time permits after we have
finished with the other propositions T
have referred to.
In the distriet that that railway will serve,
there are probably over 1,600 settlers with
their wives, all ecalling out for vailway
communication, and the Minister for Rail-
ways has promised that the railway would
start not iater than Mareh. Whilst we are
glad to receive that definite promise, I
must nrge that it is not definite enough,
and it is not soon enough. Why not start
that railway now? The hon. gentlemen
on the Treasury benches have money;
they have floated loans far more success-
fully than previous Administrations have
of late been able to do.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary ini-
ster) : T have tried to get one in my dis-
triet for seven years and have not sue-
ceeded,

Ar, B, B. JOHNSTON: The Minister
for Works has the chance of his life to
make a name that will five not only in the
records of this State, but will also live
in the memories of the people of that
great district, and T urge the Minisier to
gragp his opportunity while it is 50 close
al hand. Tet him rise to the occasion,
and it is an oceasion for aetion. nat for
words. The people of that distvict do
not want any more promises. They have
had them for three years, whilst the pre-
vious Administration was in power, and
they never even got a Bill anthorised.
Now that the railway is authorised they
want the Minister for Works to purchase
the plant and send rails and sleepers
along and get the work pot in bhand. Tf
Ministers conld go out into that distriet,
they would see the people living in rough
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huts and 50, 60, and 70 miles from a rail-
way. It is well known that these people
cannot remain so far away from railway
communication. It cosis them Far more
for improvements than it has any right to
cost, and they are wasting their money
on carting. They have large arens crop-
ped, bui what good will their crops be to
them until fhey get railway communica-
tion? I appeal to the Ministry to carry
out the long-delayed promise that this
railway should have priority of construe-
tion. I feel sure that the Government are
seized with the necessity for having a
vigorous publie works policy put in hand.
Six new railways were forecasted in the
Governor’s Speech, but it is eertainly not
enongh, and I am sure this number is
not all the Government intend to bring
forward. The first of these railways is
that from Norseman to Esperance, and
I hope the Government will take the
House into ils confidence with regard te
the step it proposes to adopt to see that
the measure goes through another place.
I take it this Glovernment are noit going
to miss the opportunity of taking some
special action to foree that Bill on the
statute book.

Mr. Taylor : You are treading on
dangerous ground.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : There are

several courses open fo the Government
and I have every confidence that they
will do whatever is best in the matter.,
I am uot suggesting in reply to the in-
terjection that sensible and logical argu-
ment will not be the best way of getting
it through, but I hope the Government
will make a special effort. In regard to
the proposal for a railway westward of
Wagin, I am sorry that the Governor’s
Speeeh is not a liftle more definite. I
have been through most of the country
and I am strongly of opinion that the
raillway should start from Darkan and
run in a sontherly direction so as to serve
the settlers south of Darkan and give re-
lief to those in the Moodiarrup distriei.
I object to the proposal fo run a line
from Wagin to Hillman,

The Premier : Why go back to Dar-

kan?
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Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON : Because there
are so mwany settlers there, and there is
good land the whole way, and it is closely
settled and well watered.

The Premier : It is all served.

Mr E. B. JOHNSTON : No. Those
people are labouring under great dis-
ahilities. At any rate_the direct route
from Wagin to Hillman will miss the
settlers altogether, and that is the survey
which was being made by the late Gov-
ernment,

Mr. 8. Stubbs : No one is urging its
construction to Hillman,

AMr, E. B. JOHNSTON : I am glad to
bear that and I hope that the interests of

. the wheat growers east of Wagin will not

be put ahead of the interests of the sei-
tlers south of Darkan. Another pleasing
feature of the Speech is the Government’s
decision to extend the Yillimining-Kon-
dinin railway on to Mount Arrowsmith
and Wadderin., These places are not
in my electorate at all, but the fact that
the Government are extending the Hne
shows how very urgent it is to get it built
to Kondinin straight away, in order that
the second part of the policy may be
proceeded with. Surely when the Gov-
ernment propose to extend the railway
to a distriet only recently settled, it is
ample evidence that an immediate start
should be made in the construetion of the
line along the more closely settled and
better improved districts between Yilli-
nainning, Dorakin, and Kondinin, and
I am all the more pleased to see
that the extension is to be proceeded
with because it shows fhat the Gov-
ernment are going to start the author-
ised seetion quiekly. In this morning’s
paper I saw some remarks to the
effect that the present Government were
giving spoils to the vietors. I resent
these remarks very much. If we look at
the Governor’s Speech it will be seen
that of the six lines which it is proposed
to build, five are in electorates repre-
sented hy members of the Opposition.

The Premier : We forgot to take that
into eonsideration.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : That is to
say that although two-thirds of the mem-
bers of this House are on this side, five-
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sixths of the new railways proposed are

in Opposition constituencies, and the
sixth is the Esperance railway.
Mr. MeDowall : That is everyone’s

constituency.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : The Opposi-
tion constituencies will get five of the
six railways prepared to be authorised
and yet unwarranted and unjust charges
are made that spoils are being given to
the vietors. I point out these facts
more in sorrow than in anger hecause
I had hoped that the railway construction
policy of the Government would not be
so much confined to the districts that Op-
position members represent for the time
being. I am disappointed that no re-
ference was made in the Speech to the
Narrogin-Armadale railway. That rail-
way was recommended by the advisory
beard and I am pleased to say that a sur-
vey of it has been promised by the Pre-
mier as soon as the engineers have
finished their work in conneection with the
Transcontinental railway. That assur-
ance, which was given to an influential
deputation which T was privileged to in-
troduce to the Premier some time ago is
very satisfactory. I would like to point
out that the improved prospects of the
present harvest are an additional argu-
ment for the immediate construetion of
this line, because I am perfectly certain
if we have a reasonably good harvest
this year there is going to be terrible con-
gestion on the Great-Southern railway
line.
© Mr. 8. Stubbs : That is true.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Last year
there was great difficulty in getting
trocks. We know what the Government
have done in.the way of ordering trueks
but the construction of this railway
wonld relieve the position immensely.
At the present time people in the Great
Southern districts have to travel from
Narrogin to Fremantle—a distance of 174
miles, whereas the ronte recommended
by the advisory board is 117 miles in
length, and that represents a saving of
57 miles on all traffic between Albany
and Fremantle and belween every part
of the Great Southern railway and Fre-
mantle, and almost the same saving to
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Perth. Tt is not necessary for me to do
more than to quote those figures to em-
phasise that the Narrogin-Armadale rail-
way is required at once to shorten the
Jjourney betwen the Great Southern dis-
tricts and Fremantle, as well as to serve
existing and future settlements west of
the Great Southern railway, and to re-
lieve the traffic on the northern portion
of the Great Southern railway, and to
provide a shorter route to a port for
wheat produced throughout the Great
Southern distriets.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[The Speaker reswmed the Chair.]

My, E. B, JOHNSTON: Before tea
I had concluded my remarks on the nesces-
sity for the Narrogin-Armadale trunk rail-
way, but there iz another proposal tfo
which I wish to draw attention, and that
is the necessity for a railway to serve the
Quindanning distriet. Some three or four
months ago, I communicated with the
Premier asking that the Railways Advis-
ory Board should be sent to that rich and
long-settled distriet to report on the best
means of opeuning it up by railway.
Settlers have been in that district for
some 40 vears, but in some way their
claims to rajlway communieation seem to
have heen overlooked. So far, T have not
heard of the board being instructed to go
into that distriet, and I would like to
know if the board is still in existence,
and if net, what system the Government
have in mind to deal with the new rail-
way preposals until sueh time as Par-
liament may see fit to approve of the ap-
pointment of a Public Works Standing
Committee. Until sueh a committee is
appointed, I think the Government might
reasonably continue to trust the board
that has done such very excellent work
for the State in the past, and I hope
to hear from the Premier that the board
will be sent to Quindanning before long.
Although I have taken this opportunity
of bringing one or two railway proposals
in my own distriet before the House, I
do not approach the question of agricul-
tural railways in any parochial spirit. I
am always prepared to sapport all agri-
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enltural and other railways that may be
brought forward to develop this great
State of owrs.

Mr. Monger : Hear hear.

My E. B. JOHNSTON : But not as
based on the lines of the Katanning-Ko-
jonup railway a plan of which was shown
us by the Premier the other night, and
which we have that hon. gentleman’s
word for believing was illegally built more
than 10 miles from the route authorised
by Parliament. We all know that the
prosperity of this country depends
on a vigorous vrailway poliey, and
the great majority of the people in
this ecountry realise that we have, in the
person of the Premiier, a leader of broad
views, who recognises the needs of the
people of the country in this direction.
I am sure that gentleman realises that
his Government will be judged by the
people.  Probably their final judgment
will not be given for another 20 years,
becanse I believe he 1s leading a
party that will retain office as a contin-
uons Ministry for at least that period,
but I am sure that he realises that his
Government will be judged from time to
time, not alone by the way in which he
carries into effeet the splendid pro-
gramme of humane legislation for the
improvement of the indusirial and social
conditions of the people, but also on the
energy and foresight which his Govern-
ment display in building these railways
which are so necessary for the progress

and development of the State. I
wish fo say just a few words in
regard to the Agrieultural Bank. I

am very pleased to know that the Gov-
ernment intend to increase its capital
this session, and I hope the inerease will
be by a very considerable amount. Right
throughout ihe agrieunltural distriets at
the present time people are singing out for
more monev from the Agrienltural Bank.
The Minister for Lands ontlined very
clearly the policy that the private banking
institutions are adopting to-day in regard
to the man on the land. The Minister
has a keen gvip of the position, and it is
not necessary for me to say aunything
bevond this, that the condition of affairs
ke indicated needs special action on the
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.part of the Government to inerease the

power and financial strength of the Agri-
cultural Bank so that they can fight these
private institutions. Very much more
capital is required for taking over mort-
gages from the private banks in those
cases where the bleeding process is being
exercised by them on the settler. There
is another matter connected with the as-
sistance to farmers to which I would
like to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment. I hope they will do something to
relieve the settlers from the rings by
which they are surrounded, and nore par-
ticularly the ring which controls the sup-
ply of artificial manures to the farmer.
Some three years ago, manure works
were established at West Guildford and
North Fremantle, and we all joined in
a chorous commending fhe enterprise
of those people who were responsible for
these two new enterprises? We thought
that the farmers in this State were going
to derive very great benefit from these
local mannre works, but T am sorry to say
that there las heen a ecombination be-
tween the two firms in guestion, namely
Cuming Smith and Company Proprie-
tary Limited, and the Mt. Lyell Company,
which combination is operating detri-
menially to the farmers and preventing
them from getting their manures at the
price at whiel they shonld get them,
There is fo-day absolutely no competition
at all between these two firms. I have
here the price lists of the two firms, show-
ing the prices for local manures, and it
is a siriking faet that the charges for
every item on the two lists are absolutely
identical.

Ar. Heitmann: You do not blame them
for that?

Ar. E. B, JOHNSTON: T would blame
the people if they allowed Parliament io
permit that state of affairs to continue.
I do not blame the firms for getting what
they can, but it is the duty of this House
to see that the farmer gets a fair deal,
which he is not getting to-day. Not only
are the superphosphales everywhere
quofed al the same price, numely £4 ¥s.
6d. per ton, but for every one of the 31
different kinds of-manures that arve sold
to the farmers, the price iz exactly the
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same, For ihstance, we have dissolved
bone superphosphates £7 5s. per ton on
both quotations; special potato manure,
£8 2. 6d. on both quotations; onion
manure, £7 2s. 6d. on both quotations;
special rose manure, £12 12s, Gd. per ton
on each ¢uotation. In not one single item
is there one bit of difference.

Mr. 'S. +Stubbs; There are other im-
porters of manures. 1 do not get my
manures from those finos,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : 1 am say-
ing that, in regard to all classes of
manures, there is just the one price, show-
ing that a combination exists in regard
to the supplying of manures to the
farmers,

Mr. S. Stubbs: I sell a lot of manure,
and I do not eonsult them, and there are
many oihers in the same position.

Mzr. E. B. JOHNSTON : The hon. mem-

ber cannot show me different prices for’

the same manure anywhere in Western
Australia. The farmers ave paying morve
than they should through this combina-
tion, and they ave being charged an in-
iquitous rate of interest whenever they
have manure on terms. The price charged
as interest is 1s. per month on £4 7s. 64,
and I think it is time we had a Usavers’
Act in Western Australia to prevent such
high inlerest being exacted from a elass
of ihe community who are least able to
protect themselves, and who are least able
to pay it. Not only this, but in regard to
the mannres sold by these two firms—
and hon. members know that the loeal
manures are more largely sought after
than the imported ones beeanse they run
more freely through the drills—T want to
. point out that practieally all the agents in
the country who are agents for one of
these firms ave agents for both. Nearly
every man whe sells Mi. Lyell manures
also sells Cuming Smith’s manures, There
is practically no competition helween
them, and the same combinalion controis
the prices of imported manures as well,
showing that the local merchants are in
absolute eombination in this matter. For
instance, Globe manure is £4 2¢. 6d. every-
where; Cross’s manure is £4 ds, and
Thomas’s superphosphate 35 £3 12s. 6d.
per ton at Fremantle, no matter what
firm one goes to; and when we consider
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the rates of wharfage and the agency
charges that are paid on the imported
mahures sold at these prices, it must be
readily apparent that the farmer should
he able to get his loeal manure very much
eheaper. I have not been able to find
out how much cheaper. I have obtained
figures whieh may or may not he correet,
but this is a matter that the Government
should investigate in order to find out
whether or not settlers are getting any-
thing approaching a fair deal. And if
these firms will not give settlers a fair
deal in regard io the artificial manures
they cannot do withont, I hope the Gov-
ernment will step in and make these
manures. In regard to mannres and jute
goods the head offices of the-firms supply-
ing the same send periodical ecirveulars ko
all eounfry agents, and the price to the
farmer is always the same at the same
time. The jute goods are all imported,
and there is no competition at all
in regard fo them, and although
these bags range at times from ds, 64,
to S5s. a dozen for forward delivery,
they are always the same price at the
same time; if you get a guote from one
agent it is an absolute waste of time
going to another agent, hecause he will
quote exactly the same. Of course at
harvest time the prices are much higher,
being from 6s. 6d. to 7s., or even more.
These prices are fixed by a combination
in Perth, and the farmer has absolutely
no protection in the matter. I hepe this
will be looked into; T hope a committee
of investigation will be appointed, and
that, if necessary, jute works and manure
works will be established here. The
Liberal Administralions of the past-have
for years had the chanee to take this
matter up, bat they did to the farmer in
this eonnection what they did in most
other matters-—neglected him entirely. At
the last election some of the leaders of
the party opposite went around the
country telling the farmers that the
Labour party would steal their land, turn
the people out of their homes, and rob
the aged widow of her cot. If the leader
of the Opposition had devoted one-quarter
of the energy he spent last year on civeu-
lating imaginative theories of this kind
regarding the Labour policy, to trying fo
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serve the people or endeavouring to give
-farmers cheaper Crown land, cheaper
machinery and cheaper manures, or to
studving the welfare of the people
as a whole, he might not have met
his political Waterloo last Qctober.
But there is a well-known proverb, “Deo
not flog & dead horse.”” I believe it will
also apply to an ass, and as the National
Liberal “Ass” is defunct, I leave it alone.
I hope the Government will do something
to see that the Government hospitals are
made available to settlers; because ve-
cently legitimate and poor struggling
settlers have, in continuance of the past
practice, heen refused admittance to the
Government hospitals. In my own dis-
trict settlers are told that they must go
to private liespitals unless they are
paupers. It is a condition of affairs we
must try to end.

Ar. A, N. Piesse: It is not the case in
my distriet.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON : That is
another instance of where yon have got
the “spoils.” I hope the Honorary Min-
ister, who takes a great Interesi in this
subjeci, will try to do scmething to ex-
tend the scope of these hospitals. Al-
ready, T believe, the present Government
have altered the conditions regarding the
admission to hospitals in the North-West.
When we went up there recently and
visited various hospitals, it was found
that Asiaties were put in the wards side
by side with good white Awstralians, and
they received the same nursing and the
same medical and other attention in
every way,

M. George: That is common humanity,
is it not?

My E. B. JOHNSTON: The hon.
member is quite right there; but while
the Australian worker had to pay G6s. and,
in some ecases, Us. a day for his attend-
anee in the hospital, the Liberal Adminis-
tration charged the Asiatic patient only
2s. 6d. per day, in other words they gave
the seum of Asia nceess to those Lospi-
tals at 2s. Gd. a day while eharging the
white man the mueh higher rates men-
tioned for the same treatment. That is
a condition of affairs that was, no doubl,
brought into operation by the black-
labour-employing magnates of the North-
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West who supported the late Administra-
tion; and I am glad to say that in that
respect the present Government are going
to see that the past preference to Asiatics
is abolished. I want to touch on some
remarks made in this Chamber relating
to the High School. I would point out
that the High School is a purely Govern-
ment sehool. It is controlled by a board
appointed by the Governor-in-Conncil,
instead of by the Education Department,
and founded by Act of Parliament in
1876, primary eduneation being controlled
by a similar board which has since been
turned into a department, while the
board cootrolling the High Sehool con-
tinues to exist. In those days primary
and secondary edncation were on an equal
footing. Of eourse since then a nmumber
of secondary schools have been estab-
lished, and I welcome these schools and
qdmive the good work they are doing in
the edueational arena, but the High
School established by the State is purely
a secular institution.

Mr, Heitmann: It is not established by
the State. It has had about £35,000 out
of the State.

Mr. George: It has done good work for
the State.

Mr. Heifmann: Do you call that good
work?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order !

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: A school of
this kind is absolutely necessary in our
midst.  Similar institutions in other
States are still supported by the Staie
where Labour (fovernments arve in power.
The Sydney Grammar Scheol is an en-
tirely similar institution te our High
School, and I have never heard that the
Labour party in New South Wales have
had any designs of interfering in the
good work it is doing. I would like to
quote from an account in the Year Book
of Australia as to the constitution of the
Syduey Grammar School. It says—

The Sydney Grammar School is n

Stote-aided institution It was founded

by slatute in 1854, and receives am en-

dowment of £1,500 a year, hut is prac-
tieally independent of the Minister of

Public Instruetion, being controlled by

trusfees.
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Mr, Heitmann: Do yon advoeate that
system here?

AMr, E. B. JOENSTON: We have the
same system, that is, eontrol by govern-
ors, but T do not mind if the system of
contrgl is altered, so long as the school is
not prevented from continning the work
it is deing.

Mr. Foley: We have the Modern School,
the Technical School, and all sorts of
things,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The extract I

was reading eontinues—

The limit of age for admissien is
ten years, and the fees are £5 per
per quarter for the lower and upper
schools. Boys under 15 are charged £4
per quarter in the lower school, The
conrse of instruction is designed “io
qualify for admission to the University,
and should supply an adequate training
for professional life.” The total enrol-
ment of pupils for 1910 was 689, We
have seen that some degree of secondary
edacation is supplied in all the publie
schools that contain a fifth class. But
in order to give to pupils of these
schools the advantages of a superior
public school where the fifth class will
be large and presumably better taught
than the fifth elass of a small school, or
the advantages of attendance at a high
sehool, or at the Sydsey Grammar
School, the State have provided scholar-
ships, and twenty-fomr bursaries are
offered each half-year {(June and De-
cember)., The winner of a scholarship
or of a bursary is entitied fo three
years’ free education, the former in the
high school nearest his residence,
the latter in either the high
school or the smperior publie school
nearest his residence, or in fthe
‘Sydney Grammar School. The latter
has also another advantage. If his at-
tendance at one of these schools does
not necessitate his boarding away from
home, he gets an allowance of £10 a
year. If it does, the allowanee is raised
to £30. At the examinations held in
1910 under this scheme, 188 candidates
were suceessful.
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We have in this State the same system of
scholarships from the State schools to the
High School, bul the High School is
charging fees of only £12 a year, wlile
at the Sydney Grammar School they
charge £16 and £20 a year aceording to
the age of the boy. I take it that the
poliey of the Labour party is to increase
edueational faeilities.

Mr. Foley: Yes, and with free, secular
edueation,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: This is secular
edacation.

Mr. Foley: But it is not free.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Wall, make it
free. Q@Give them more subsidy. One re-
mark I was sorry to hear—and I feel
sure it gave pain fo a good many people
in the State—was when the member for
Leonora remarked that the High School
was a “snob institution.”

Mr. Foley: I repeat it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : T would rather
you did net. All who know the head
master of the sehool, Mr. Faulkner, know
that he is a man who does not support
the idea of boys being snobs, but, on the
contrary, has.done a great deal to make
them manly, truthfol, and honest. If that
headmaster has had a motto in his life
that he has wished the boys under his
tuition to observe, it has been “manli-
ness”; and that being so, I resent the re-
mark the hon. member has made. I sup-
pose no boy has turned out just all that
the head master wished him to be, but

. the edueation got at the school must

bave been of great help. 1 just
wish to touch on one land transaetion -
that has been given undue prominence in
this State, that is in regard to the farm
owned by the Minister for Works between
Wickepin and Merredin, We have heard
abont this ad neuseam from members of
the Liberal party; but when I was there
a few months ago I was surprised that
so mueh had been said about the place.
‘We went there one evening and found a
fine little holding and plenty of work
being done. There were two men work-
ing on the farm, and we found that the
owner was honestly complying with the
Act with regard to the improvement con-
ditions. :
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My, Monger: Under Section 552

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Yes, but under
Section 55 it is permissible for the Mini-
ster for Lands lo grant substituted resi-
dence to any occupier; yet though the
Minister for Works had the substituted
residence carried on and had men living
on the farm and working it, he did not
ask for it, but brought the farm under
Seetion 56.

Mr. Monger: When?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Lately.
Thereby he had to do one-half as much
improvements again. I say that the pre-
sent Minister for Lands would have been
absolutely justified in allowing the resi-
dence of the employees to count, as has
been done in plenty of other cases.

Mr. Monger: Name one,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I could name
many eases in the Great Soutlern district
where the residence has never been insisted
upon or the transfer effected as has been
done in this case. If the same bona fide
measure of improvements were being done
on small areas by all our land holders,
then Western Anstralia would be more
prosperons than she is to-day. The
Minister for Works deserves every credit
for spending lis money on that land in
the way he is doing, building up a home
for the fulure. Incidentally I may men-
{ion that he is paying {he Government a
very much inflated price for the land,
namely, 22s. per wacre, whereas three-
fourths of our farmers have land just as
good, aud much closer lo a railway, for

which they bave paid anything from 3s.

4d. to 10s. per acre.

Mr. George: He is not paying more
than other people arcund hini, 35 he?

AMr. E. B. JOHKSTON : Yes, more than
a great nomber of them. There is one
zentleman, I think he is a friend of the
hon. member’s, who has about 20,000 acres
of land in the locality for which he pays
10s. an acre, and some of it is better
land than that for which the Minister is
paying 232s,

The Minister for Mines: A few other
members of the Liberal League might also
be put in the same ecategory.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : I repeat
that the Minister for Works deserves
credit and thanks for the work he is doing

[ASSEMBLY.]

on that land. When we find the big guns
of the Liberal League, such as Sir John
Forrest, and the leader of the Opposition,
continually harping on this little thousand-
acre selection in the way they do, poison-
ing the minds of people, it is a proof of
the poverty of material for attack on
Labour Ministers. These attacks are only
made on the member for Guildford be-
cause he is a Labour member; if he be-
longed to ihe other side he would have
been commended, and had his photograph
inserted in the Settlers’ Guide on account
of the good work he has done, We were
told by the Premier with a great deal
of detail the olher evening about the
Narrvatarra estate.  After some thirteen
vears of service in the Lands Department,
I wish {o soy that I never hefore in my
life heard of sueh transaetions as were
then oullined by the Premier. T have
never leard of such concessions being
granted in the Lands Department before
to a Minister and his wife and sons.
I agree with the Premier that the ae-
tions were morvally wrong whatever might
have been their legal aspect. To me the
reading of those transactions sounded
more like the plot of a comic opera than
a recital of the acts of administration of
a Minister enivusted hy the people with
the work of effecting closer setflement on
a re-purchased estate. I desire fo say
a few words in regard io the present
prosperity of the State. You will remem-
ber that when the Governmeni came into
power last year everyone vemarked, “What
bad luek for the Labour Government that
they should silrike this bad year, this
partial drought” It is now that we
are feeling the bad effeets of that pheno-
menal drvought, and those effects would
have been very muech moce seriously felt
if we had not been fortunaie encugh io
ltave in power a Labour Administration
to checkmate them.

Mr, Allen: They brought the rain.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: No, but they
helped the people on the land to stay
there until the rain came. I say that if
theve is a little tightening of money, and
if pressure is being exerted by the banks,
it is in no way because of the present
Government heing in power, but entirely
becanse we had a bad season last year
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I think it is very unfair for political op-
ponents of the Government to put on this
Ministry the blame that, if attachable to
anyone, is attachable only to the higher
powers that refused to send the rain last
year. :

Mr., George: We cannot pass a vote of
censure on them.

The Minister for Mines: If they be-
longed to the Labour party you would.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: At any rate,
the rains have come now, and if we get a
good season we will have a chance of
showing the effects of the Labour poliey
in the improved condition of the people.
In conelusion I say, despite the misre-
presentations of some sections of the
Press, despite the factious opposition of
disappointed Liberal office-seekers, and
despite the wails of the meat ring and
the shipping combine, I hope the present
Government, under the leadership of the
Premier, a gentleman who possesses the
entire eonfidence of his party and of the
people of the State, will eontinue to pot
the particularly humane and noble policy
of the Labour party into operation, there-
by fulfilling its great desiiny of im-
proving the lot and conditions of life of
the people of this portion of the Com-
monwealth, .

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco): Al-
though, judging from their remarks, His
Excellency’s Speech does not find safis-
faction with the members of the Op-
position, T am sure it gives unbounded
satisfaction to those sitting on this side
of the House; because they realise that
it was a recapitulation of the marvellous
achievements whieh have been performed
in an ineredibly short period of time hy
the present Government. When the Gov-
ernment aeceded to office, owing o the
- very dry season whiel we had last vear in
the agricultural areas the prespecis were
not encouraging to the Ministry; hut hv
one of the boldest strokes of policy which
this State. or indeed any other State of
Australia has ever known, they nnot only
succeeded in retaining those settlers al-
ready upon the land, but they suceceeded
also in imparting such confidence to in-
tending settlers that land selection went
ahead at an even greatér rate than dur-
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ing previons favourable years; and by
the proper admipistration of the land
laws the State is guaranteed that those
people who are now selecling land are
genuine seitlers, and not parasitical specu-
lators. In connection with this matter of
land settlement the action of the leader
of the Opposition and of other prominent
members of the Liberal party in per-
sisfing, after the flures of the Lands
Department bave been made publie,
in their absurd and errvoneous statement
that land settlement has ceased is greatly
to be deprecated, Tt would have been
thought that one who until quite recently
held the proud position of head of the
Government would have more regard for
the welfare of the State than to persist
in such a statement. The leader of the
Opposition also eomplained that His Bx-
cellency’s Speech was the Jongest he had
ever heard. I think that is easily under-
stood. I do not believe any other Gov-
ernment in this State have had such a
record of good work to vecouni to th-
people. The leader of the Opposition, I
think, will recogmise that the works per-
formed by his Government were retained
in the minds of the people, much to his
discomfort, without any lengthy remarks
from His Excellency. The leader of the
Opposition also launched the indietment
against the Government that they had
acled uneconstitutionally; but although
he delivered a very lengthy speech, of
which that portion of it reported in the
newspapers covered six columns of the
West Australian, he devoted less than two
inches of that space to the unconstitu-
tional aspeect which he saw fit to launch
this indictment upon. And even in the
few words he devoted to that subjeet he
proved, T think, to any unbiassed mind
that the Government had acted quite con-
stitutionally; for he said the Aundit Aect
provided that no money might he drawn
from Consolidated Revenue Fund withnut
the authority of the law or by the au-
thority of His Exeellency the Governor.

If the leader of the Opposition were here
I would ask Iim does he contend that the
Government expended any money without
the signature of His Excellency on the
warrant for that expenditure? I think
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he would admit that such a claim could
not he substantiated, and therefore I hold
that in the very few remarks he made on
that aspeect of: the question he proved con-
clusively that the Governmlent had acted
quite within their rights. Now a great
deal of stress bas been laid upon the
finaneial position. Tt is admitted, and
the Premier and other members of the
Ministry have never sought te deny, that
a deficit exists to-day, but they elaim that
the conditions which brought about that
deficieney were such that that ounfeome
could not be avoided, The dry seaszon has
had a marked effect upon affairs in this
State, and the very large increase in sal-
aries and wages which bave been granted
to the civil servants have heen proved
over and over again to be far more than
the amount of the deficit as it exists to-
day. I claim that the State is not the
loser, but that the deficit was put info the
pockets of the peopls when we increased
the wages and salaries of those who were
undeniably underpaid prior to the advent
of this Government. We remember the
fact that members on this side of the
House fought the eleetion mainly upon
that question. They said then that the
lower paid officers in the railway service,
those who were receiving as low as 7s. a
day, shonld reeeive 95, and nothing under
as a living wage. One of the first aets of
the Government when they nceceded to
power was to make 9s. the minimnm rate
of pay throughout the Government ser-
viee. If we have a small deficit, if onr
ledger does not balance, does that prove
that the Stafe is suffering any hardship?
I contend that when we raise the statns
of these workers we are doing a great
benefit to the State, We are making a
better cireulation of money; we are al-
lowing those workers and their wives and
families fo live in a greater degree of
comfort than they could under the old
order of things. I would like to draw
attenfion to the references published in
the newspapers at the end of May in re-
gard to the finances in Victoria, just to
convey to members some idea of what
havoe a dry season can play in regard to
the finances of the State. They did not
experience a dry season in that State as
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we did here, but there was one threaten-
ing, and to show what effect it had I will
quote information that came through
from Victoria—

The dry season appears to he al-
ready having some effect on the state
of the revenue, there being a drop in
the receipts of several departments last
month. Despite the extension of traffic
which has taken place in connection
with opening up of new lines, the rail-
way revenue was £44,360 below the
fignres for the corresponding period of
1911, There was also a fall of £50,000
in miscellaneouns receipts.

That is a fall of £100,000 in a month in
the finances of Vietoria through a threat-
ened dry season. The dry season did not
operate there as it did here. I want to
make this claim that the Premier in deal-
ing with the financial state of affairs in
Western Australia proved conclusively
that his Government had developed cos-
wos out of the chaos left them as a legacy
by their predecessors. There is one other
question npon which I wish to touch, and
I am very pleased that the leader of the
Opposition bas taken his place in the
Chamber again, because this is a question
which seems to be a pet hobby of his. He
labours it on every conceivable oceasion
when the opportunity offers. The ques-
tion is the Trades Hall proposition.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Call it tyranny,
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I am dealing with
the grant of money. The Premier, in
speaking the other night, proved that in
every State of Australia net only have
the Governments made grants of money
to the trades hall, but they have also
granted very valuable land sites for the
erection of these halls, and in this State
previeus Governments whieh by no stretch
of imagination ean be ealled Labour Gov-
ernments, have made grants of money and
land for the purpose of erecting trades
halls. T have moved for a return of fig-
ures and these I am about to quote are

from memory. The Fremantle Trades
and Labour Council received the land on
which the hall now stands, and £2,000 for
the erection of the hall. At Kalgoorlie
also, land and an amount of money were
granted to assist in the erection of the
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hall, but in the case of the Perth Trades
Hall we find that the Trades and Labhour
Council were able to finance the propo-
sition, insofar as that portion of the
building already erected is eoncerned, on
equally good terms putside as the Govern-
ment have been prepared to offer. But to
show that our advocacy of the leasehold
system was not a mere empty plati-
tude, we were prepared to allow
the Government to take over the land
for the same price which had been
paid for it, and we were willing to
rent it at a rental of four per cent. upon
the eapital value. We realised also that
we were not able on favourable terms to
finanee the ervection of the other portion
of the building. We had intended to erect
a hall about the size of the Queen’s Hall.
T think it would have been without ques-
tion the most up-to-date hall in this State,
hecause there was not only a beautiful
hall the size of Queen’s Hall, but a
ground floor and basement in connection
with it. We realised that we could nof
finance that portion of it, but we asked
no morve and the Government promised
no more than an ordinary borrower could
get from the Savings Bank. We were wil-
ling to take the money at five per cent.,
whieli is the rate of interest fixed by law
for Savings Bank money to be lent at.
The leader of the Opposition uses the
puerile argnment that when prants were
made to other frades halls they were only
industrial organisations, and not politi-
cal organisations. Every trades hall that
Lias been built in Australia and that s now
in existenee has been built since the days
when the Labour movement adopted
politieal action as one of their functions.
I think it is within the memory of every
member in this Chamber that the very
people who are now condemning the
Labour movement for ineluding political
action among their objectives, are the very
people who were first responsible for

bringing about that state of affairs. It.

was the large employing class who, at the
elose of the great maritime strike in Aus-
tralia (the strike which cost so much
misery and hardship to the workers) said
to the workers in a satirical vein, “YWhy
do you not return members to Parliament
and have your grievances redressed in a
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constitutional manner$” That advice,
which was given in jest, was accepted in
earnest, and from that day on I think
every sensible organisation includes pol-
itical action amongst its prineipal func-
tions. Shortly after the eclose of that
strike the first Labour man in Australia
was returped to Parliament, and in a
little over 20 years the Labour party
stands in the proud position to-day of
being in control in the Federal Parlia-
ment and in two State Parliaments, and
of being in direct opposition with an en-
ormous chance at any election of taking
over coutrol of affairs in the other State
Parliaments in Australia. At the famous
Liberal rally held the other evening at
Bayswater, to which a great deal of re-
ference has been made during the course
of this debate, the leader of the Opposi-
tion spoke about tyranny.

The Premier: All that he said was not
published either.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is what I am
going to refer to. In his vemarks I be-
lieve he committed one of the grossest
acts of indiscretion—to put it mildly—
that any public man conld be guilty of.
He pronounced upon a case which was
still sub judice, and expressed the hope
that the defendants would be found guilty
and muleted in heavy damages.

My, Lander: Under that iniguitous jury
syvstem of his.

Mr. B. J. STUBRBS: T do not waut to
say anything more of that case.

Hon. Frank Wilson: O, say something
more,

The Premier: The papers were not
game to publish your remarks.

Hon. ¥rank Wilson: Why_ not?

The Premier: It would have been con-
tempt of court.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Had the news-
papers published the hon. member’s re-
marks I am sore the leader of the Op-
position would have been very sorry that

"he ever made them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why were they
not published?

Mr. Dwyer: Through fear of the eon-
sefuences.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How do you know
what they were?
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Mr. B, J. STUBBS: We have it on
the best authority.

The Premier: Look at the ecrowd you
addressed.

Hon. Frank Wiison: Were you one of
the thirteen?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I would like to
mut this question to the leader of the Op-
position. During his speech he had a

large number of questions to ask various
" Ministers, T wonld like to ask him if he
knows who financed this case for the
Plaintiff?

Mr, Allen: I do.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1 have it on good
anthority that the wife of the plainiiff
went to the Women’s Liberal League, and
demanded that the Liberal Leagne should
finanee this prosecution beeaunse her hus-
band was fighting a tyrranous union.

Mr. Allen; That is absolutely false,

The Premier: ¥Youn are not the presi-
dent of the Liberal Union.

Mr. Allen: But I know something
“about it. T know where she got the
money.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I have it on good
anthority that the wife of the plaintift
demanded that her hasband should be
financed by the Liberal League.

Mr. Allen: I know she pledged every-
thing she had, even to her household fur-
nifure.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I am not in the
position to say whether the man was fin-
anced or not by the Liberal League. There
was another ease of tyranny referred to
by the leader of the Opposition, and that
was in regard to a man working in the
Stores Departinent. The leader of the
Opposition said it was a faet that a man,
whose name was Stoit, was working at
the Government Stores Department on a
job, which the seecrelary of the union
thought should belong to a member of the
carpenters’ society. The hon. member

said that in his speech in the House, ana -

it wns a different statement from that
which he made at Bayswater. Out there
the hon. memnber made no mention what-
ever ahout the secretary thinking that
the work ought to belong to a member of
the union. YWhat the hon. member said
wag that the man was engaged in pulling

[ASSEMBLY.]

down shelves at 9s. a day, and the sec-
retary, of the Carpenters’ Union ecame
along and demanded that the man should
join the union. The man refused, saying
that he was quite contented with his posi-
tion, and a few days later he was dis-
charged, I do not know where the hon.
gentleman got his information, but I
know this, he did not get it from the man
in question, who did not supply it to the
leader of the Opposition or to anyone
else.

Mr. GGeorge:
for?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: T will give the
hon. member the true position of affairs.
The man was engaged through the Labonr
Burean at 9s. a day, and he was doing
earpenter’s work. He was not pulling
down shelves as the hon. member stated,
but he was erecting an office inside the
department, purely earpenter’s work. The
secretary of the Building Trades Vigi-
lance Commiitee eame along and saw the
work. and informed Mr. Simpson that he
was liable to proseculion for a hreach of
the carpenters’ award for employing this
man on carpenters’ work at less than the
arbitration award rates, 1 want to ask
the lender of the Opposition whether he
upholds an award of the court being
broken. Does he think that an award
of the Court should be broken as indi-
vidnals please?

Mr. George: Certainly not.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: This man was
doing carpenters’ work for less than the
award rafes, when the secretary of the
vigilanee committee told the stores man-
ager he would have to pay the man the
award rales. There was no mention what-
ever made of the man having to be put
off the work, Tf Mr. Simpson desired to
retain him, all he had to do was to pay
him the award rates. But Mvr. Simpson
knew that the man was not a earpenter
and was not proficient at the trade to re-
eeive the wages preseribed by the court,
and he paid the man off and got a ear-
penter in his place.

My, George: What did the poor davil
do for a living after he got the sack?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: We cannot help
that, What did you do when yon were

Was he sacked, and what
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put out of the railways? That however
is beside the question. The suggestion of
the hon, member means that any employer
can engage unyone at a lesser rate than
the arbitration awavd speeifies. Aill that
was done in this case was, as I have re-
lated it, and still the leader of the Op-
position is erying out from the house-
tops that there was tyranny practised,
when he knew in his heart that nothing
of the kind had ever taken palce.

Mr. George: They ought to have found
the man another joh.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It was not their
place to do that. They have sofficient to
do with policing the Arbitration awards
and seeing that their own members get
what theyv are entitled to. I want to deal
briefly with the Arbitration Aect. This
is a measure in regard to which a great
bogey is spread about by opponents of
the Labour party. We have heard from
our opponents, year in and year out, and
ever since this Act has been placed npon
the statute-book, that the labour organisa-
tions will not obey the awards of the court
if those awards are not just what they de-
sire. The statement was made only a
little while ago by some of the leading
members of the liberal organisations in
Victoria.

Mr. George: Do they obey the award?

Me. B. J. STUBBS: Undoubtedly.
The labour orpanisations or the workers
have'no way of breaking the award ex-
cept by leaving their work, and then the
whole world knows it. How many cases
are there where men have left their work
after an award has been given by the
court? For every one case that the hon.
member ean bring to light T will guaran-
tee to bring thousands where the em-
ployers have broken the award and
broken it consistently. Everything is in
the favour of the employer breaking the
daward. He can inflict all kinds of pin-
pricks upon those working for him, and
the employee eannot break the award un-
less he openly defies the award and leaves
his work, when all the world knows abont
1. The people never get to know the
cases where the employers break the
award. Just such is the one I have re-
ferred to. Had it not been that, by chanece,

[14]
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the secretary of the vigilance eommiitee
happened along and found this man at
his work, and also that the wages he was
getting were below those of the award, no
one would have known anything about it,
and there are thousands of eases oecurring
every day where workers are paid less
than the Arbitration Court award, and in
a numbetr pf cases I believe that workers
are acting in eollusien with the employers
in breaking the awards of the Couri.-

Mr. George: Why do you not prosecute
the men for breaking the awards?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: We would prose-
cute 1ot only the employer but the em-
ployee as well if we could get the evidencé,

Mr. George: Is it not o fact that em-
ployers have been brought before the
court for not obeying the award?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Undoubtedly, in
a number of cases, but on account of the
policing of the awards being placed upon
the shoulders "of the union they find it
very difficult indeed, but I think the time
has arrived when we should realise that
this Act, which plays such an important
part in the lives of the great majority of
the commuonmity, should be enforeed the
same as any other. We should have
a special department to see that the
awards of the court are obeyed m their
entirety both by the employer and the
employee., T helieve this Aet is of such
great importance to the welfare of the
community that that aspeet of it should

be taken in hand during the pre-
sent session. 1 want to say also
that every labour society throughout

Australia is pledged to arbitration as
a means of settling industrial disputes.
The Labour parties are pledged to that,
but I never heard of a member of the
Liberal organisations saying that he was
willing to give the workers an arbitra-
tion eourt which was untrammelled by
legal technicalities, and I am satisfled of
this, that, if the workers were given a
court to which they could get without all
this cireumlocution and red tape, and a
court which had the power to arbitrate
properly upon disputes that came be-
fore it, the workers would not only avail
themselves of “that court, but they would
also obey every decision given by it.



394

The ovganisations of the Labour party,
and the Parliamentary Labour party,
and the members of the Trades and Lab-
our Council in every Slate are pledged
to that principle, and they are pledged
to see that 1he awards of the court are
obeved if they get a ecowrt in which
they ean place confidence. I am going
to appeal to hon. members opposite, when
this Arbitration Bill ¢comes before them,
to assist in ereating a measure in which
the workers will have every confidence.
Only the other day one of the employers’
representatives on the Avrbitration Court,
in giving a decision in the plumbers’ ease,
made, to my mind, some very periinent
remarks. He said—

‘The union ealled a strike, and had
called out from their employment men
who were employed by the Government,

- “that is to say by the public as well as
. by private employers whether these
men were receiving the full wage de-
manded by the union or not. The men
had by this unlawful method succeeded
in gelting certain advantages and had
come to the court and invoked the aid
of the law in order that the law might
enable them to obtain those unlawfully
won advantages.
They were hard vemarks to make, and
they might have been justified, but imme-
diately after we find in the shop assist-
ants’ case—a case which had been for
four days before the eourt, and during the
four days nothing was done except to
argue on technicalities—that on the
fourth day the case was thrown ont of
the eourt on a technical objection which
had never before been taken in the conrt,
although the Act has heen in existence for
ten years, So hon. members will see that
while these remarks may have some force
when the workers have an opportunity
to go to the court, they lose all their
force and significance when we remember
that the unions cannot get to the court
without an enormous amount of tronble,
and that when they do get there they
have no guarantee that the ease is not
going to be thrown ont on a technical

objection. I want to point out another
aspeet, and it is that the employers never
raise these technical objections against a
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union that is well organised, and which is
composed entirely of male workers, be-
cause they realise that where there are
only male workers, the possibility exists
that the organisation is so perfeet that
the workers will resent these technical
objections being taken before the court.
But on every conceivable oceasion when
an organisation comes before the court
which consists of male and fernale mem-
bers, these techniealities are brought to
light. The tailors and tailoresses in this
city—and they represent the industry in
which the greatest amount of sweating
takes place—have had two awards from
the Arbitration Court and both of them
have been defeated by the Full Court upon
technical objections. Now, in the case of
the shop assistants which I have just
quoted, after fighting for four days
against all the technieal objections which
the legal mind could invent, they finally
snecnmbed to one whieh, if the position
was not so serious, would be almost ludie-
rons. The judge held that becaunse-the
circular calling the meeting of the uwnion
did not contain every item of the dispute
upon it, the members of the union e¢ould
not be expected to know what they were
voling upon. Did any sensible being ever
hear of sueh an objection being upheld
by a court of law? Four hundred
members of the union attended that
special meeting, an enormous meeting
as everyone will agree, and it is
held that these 400 people would conte to-
gether to diseuss a proposition and what
they were going to do in connection with
getting their case before the court, carry
the necessary motion required by law,
but beeausc every item of the dispute
was not upon the notice calling the meet-
ing, they are supposed not to know what
they voted upon. Now, I say that if the
members on the opposite side of the House
are desirous of having industrial peace
in this State, or if they are desirous of
retaining that amount of soeial legislation
which we have al the present time, they
will agree when this measure eomes for-
ward to make a good, workable, sensible

Act of it; because I can promise them
that if they go on persisting in refusing
to the workers the redress which they

»
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seek through this measuve, thev are only
hastening the day when the workers will
transfer their effections to a higher
sphere aud plaee their confidence in the
Federal Parliament and the Federal Ar-
bitration Court.

My, George : Buriug in a measure fair
all vound and you will get onr support:
vou know that.

My. B. J. STUBBS : The position is
that this measuve. which was brought
into existence to prevent sirikes. has been
brought to such a pass that it is almost
impossible fo prove the existence of a
dispute before that eomrt nnless the
workers in the first instance resort to
a strike. Thev are compelled to go out
on strike to preve that thev have a dis-
pute before the court will agree to deal
with the ease. Anybody who has the
welfare of the commurity af heart will
realise the necessity of placing wpon the
stature book an Arbitvation Aet in whieh
the workers of the State will have con-
fidence. T am ruite certain that the Aet
which the Government will bring down
will not only give that eonsideration to
the worker, but that it will give ample
opportunity also to the employer, because
we ask for nothing more than that we
shall be able to approach the eourt with-
out any necessary red tape: that Par-
liament shall remove all the technicali-
ties when we get to the court and let us
put our ease squarely and fairly before
that tribomal whieh, as hon. members
know, is composed of a representative of
either side and presided over by a judge
of the Supreme Court. Survely emplovers
must have sufficient confidence in a judge
of the Supreme Court.

Won. Frank Wilson : That is not the
roason yvour measire was thrown ont lasi
venr

Mr. B.J. STUBBS : When hon. mem-
bers know that we have a judge of the
Supreme Court, who is not likely to be
biassed in favowr of the workers, why not
give ns an Aect that will enable both sides
tn 2o before the court?

Hon. Frank Wilson : We gave you that
last vear and you wonld not take it.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : That is absolutely
ineorrect. The Government passed that
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measure in spite of the antagonism of the
members of the Opposition, but the men-
bers of their party in another place in-
sisted that the workers should not get
justiee in that Bill.

Hon. Frank Wilson :  Yon wanted to
put the judge off the conrt.

Mr. B. J.STUBBS: No. When the Bill
came back from another place, we im-
mediately agreed fo waive that point.
The two points on which the Bill was
wrecked were the right to inelnde rural
workers and the power of the court to
grade workers, We on this side snid that
we could not possibly agree that the rural
workers, who eonstitute sueh a large and
deserving seetion of the community,
should be left outside ihe seope of the
Aect. We also had in view the experience
in eonnection with the tramwavs ease,
when Mr. Justiee Bumnside. the then Pre-
sident, snid he realised that in that in-
dustry it was necessarv to grade the
workers, hut as he had no power to do
that under the Act,he appealed to the
managers of the Tramway (owpany to
eomply with his wish, in order to make
the nward a workable ane. Of course
they refused to do thot: lence that
trouble. All  we sought under the
Amending Bill was that wheve ihe court
thanght it necessary for the peace and
gond govermwent of an induostry to grade
workers, it should have power to de su.
We also asked for preference to union-
ists, not that it should be eompulsory, but
that if we should ke able to prove to the
satisfaction of the judge that,in the in-
terests of the eommunity, and for thesake
of (he peacefnl working and earryving on
of an industry, it was necessary to grant
preference, the eourt should have the
power in these eircumstances to grant it.

My, George : Are you not doing away
with the liberty of ‘the subject?

Mre, B J. STUBBS : No. 1i has ex-
isted in New Zealand ever sinee the Arhi-
tration Aet has been in force, and there
has been no liberty taken away from the
subjeet there. In many cases for the
peaceful enrrving on of an industry. the
Avhitration Conrt has given preference to
unionists. The same is the ease in New
South Wales, and T do not think that the
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subjects there have forfeited any of their
liberty. Bless iy soul ! the hon. mem-
ber’s own Federal organisation, in the
great platforin they drew up the other
day, said that they had no objection to
preference to univnisis so long as it was
granted by the eourt, and so long as it
was proved to the court that it was justi-
fied in the interests of the community.
Of conrse when revised by the Parlia-
mentary party, they quickly struck it out,
but those who drew up the platform
placed that principle there and gave it
forth that they had no objection to pre-
ference to unionists. All the workers
require is that they shall be able to place
thetr case honestly before the Arbitration
Court, but we want the ecourt to have full
power to deal with the case in any way it
thinks neeessary. Now 1 want to deal
briefly with a couple of other measnres
likely to ecome before the Chamber during
the present session. The first one is the
early closing measnre, which I think
should have been amended a very long
time ago. To-day we find young girls
working in tearooms and restanrants up
1ill 11.30 at night, and then having to go
{o their homes ont in the suburbs, some
of which are a long distanece from the
eity. These young girls are kept there at
work simply to gratify the pleasurve of
other portions of the community whoe
have plenty of leisure to go to theatres
and pieture shows in the evening, and
after enjoying themselves thoronghly feel
that they want a little to eat and drink
on their way home. Consequently these
vonng girls are kept there working until
late into the night.

Mr. George :
hotels, is it not?

Mr.B. 7. STUBBS : Yes, but T am not
dealing with the hotels at the present
because I shall have an opportunity of
doing that when the Lieensing Bill comes
forward. T am sove that the opeming
hour for hotels is far too late, too, but
there are not the voung girls employed
in the hotels who arve employved in tea-
rooms and restanrants. We found the
licensed victuallers a “little while ago,
when tlte barmaids and barmen had ob-
tained an award providing that they

It is the same with the
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should live off the premises to prevent
the employers taking a greater propor-
tion of their wages than they had a right
to for board and lodging, complaining
that they could not expeet women em-
ployed in bars to go to their homes at such
a late hour of the night. Now, if barmaids
cannot go to their homes late at night
because it is not proper for them to be
ont in the streets so late, what is to be
said of the voung girls emploved in the
tearooms? 1 sax that the majority of
women employed in the bars know enough
of the world—and I @0 not say it in any
way disrespectfully—to take care of
themselves, but the majority of those who
are employed in fearooms and restanr-
ants are girls only in their teens, and it is
not right that these people should have
the privilege of keeping their places of
business open to such a late hour at night
and keeping these young girls working,
simply to fill the emplover’s eoffers.

The Premiev : Remember a good many
are engaged just as long hours in homes.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : Yes, bui that
only  proves the necessity for sowme
organisation among those engaged as
domesties for the purpese of -
proving their working eonditions. T
am satisfied fhere is no more seifisi
class in the wovld than those who are in a
position to go out and enjov themselves
at mght at all elasses of amusement and
vet expect those at home to remain up
and have all the comforts ready for them
when they veturnn. They must have their
supper when they go home after thorongh-
lv enjoving themselves at amusements.
Tt only proves the necessity for bringing
about an organisation that will get
better conditions for these women-folk
who are engaged in damestic duties.
Tt is also neeessary that some better syvs-
tem of keeping the vecords provided for
by this Aet should be hrought about.
Only ihe other day a case was before
the police court in which the employer
was summened for not entering up a
proper record, and Mr. Roe, the police
magistrate, said he had come to the
conelusion that in many cases the re-
cords were entered up auntomatically
and compiled week after week without
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any regard for the actual hours worked
by the employees. That is undoubtedly
e fact. Anyone who has had the ex.
perience in these matters knows full
well that these records are entered up
at different periods whenever the em.
ployer or the person charged with the
responsibility feels inclined to do it.
We should bring about a system that
would compel the employers to enter up
these records every morning, showing
the hours each person has to do work
Then when the inspector came along, if
he found any person was working outside
the hours entered up for him to work,
it would be a breach of the Act for
which the employer would be liable to
punishment. Under the present state
of affairs, if an inspector comes along
the record is entered up after, and it is
hard indeed to get & conviction against
& number of these employers. The Fac-
tories Act also deals principally with a
number of our women-kind. The leader
of the Opposition seemed to teke the
same standing with respect to this Act
as he took with regard to the freezing
works at Wyndham. He said, in reply
to an interjection the other night, thet
the erection of freezing works at Wynd-
harmn had been his policy for many years ;
and I believe that, had he remained on
the Treasury bench, it would have been
his policy for many years to come;
I do not think anything weould have
eventuated. 1 think i we were able
to induce members opposite to give
up the name of Liberals they have
sdopted for their party, and i we got
them to adopt the nerme of The Great
Procrastinators, it would be more be-
fitting their actions. In 1906 a Select
~ Committee was appointed to enquire
into the allegations of sweating which
had been made. The report of that
committee was a very far-reaching one.
They brought in some very drastic
recornmendations, which were fully justi.
fied by the evidence put before them
during the inquiry. They foupd that a
great deal of sweating existed, yet the
late Government took no action. Their

report read :—
It was found on examination of
the wages sheets in the clothing in-
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dustry, that, exclusive of the salaries
paid to & few leading hends, in charge
of the work rooms, the average wage.
paid to employees is indefensibly
small,” being little more than I10s, a
week., A comparison of the wages
sheet of a lengthened period pointed
to the conclusion that either the ser-
vices of a worker, after reaching a
certain standard of proficiency, are
dispensed with, or that increasses are
only granted in small sums and at
very irregular .intervals. From this
. your committee are convinced -that
the employment of what are termed
beginners is out of proportion to the
number of proficient workers.
And so on, the report goes, right through-
out. It deals with all the conditions thet
exist in connection with the factory
work, It deals with what are known
a3 outworkers, people who take work
out, not to earn a livelihood, but, as
the report says, simply as a pastime, or
to get “pin’ money, and who take
it at & wage which brings them into
unfair competition with other workers
who are compelled to work for a liveli-
hood. It proves that some action should
have been taken, many years ago, to
remedy this state of affsirs. We also
heve them dealing with the Asiatic
question in connection with our factories.
They recommend, after full inquiry,
that all furniture manufactured in the
State, whether by European or Asiatic
labour, should be so stamped immediately
on its completion and before leaving the
portion of the premises in which it is
manufactured. They also recommend
that all furniture imported into the State
should be stamped whether it be manu-
factured by Asiatic labour or by European
labour. They also deal with the ap-
prentice question, and point out the
great necessity for bringing about a
system of indenturing apprentices, or
some other means that would ensure our
rising generation, in whatever trade they
desire to learn, that they may be taught
the trade properly and not a small
portion of it only.. I think the part
of the proposal «: the committee to
which most stress should be given is

their recommendation that the admin-
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dgtration of the- Factories and Health
Acts should be separated. When the
‘report was made the departments were
not combined. but a proposition was
afcot that they should be combined, and
the committee foresaw the great trouble
and, if I may say so, the great neglect
that would be brought about in the
inspectorial branches of these Acts by
having the two departments combined.
Now we find that in the last Public
Service Commissioner’s recommendations
any inspector under this Act who does
not possess & Royal Sanitary Institute
certificate cannot rise -above the mini-
mum ; but I claim that some of our
factory inspectors should undoubtedly
rise to0 the meximurm allowed for this
class of work. It is almost impossible
for an inspector to be an indusirial
inspector as well as & health inspector ;
thers is far oo much to leern. A man to
be & health inspector hes far too much
technical knowiedge to acquire to enable
him to bscome thoroughly acquainted
with his work and master it and at the
same time make himself conversant with
all our industrial laws.

[The Deputy Speaker ook the Chair.)

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1t is necessary
for an industrial inspector under the
Factories Act to have a thorough know-
ledge of our industrial laws in order to
carry out his work in a satisfacotry
manner. T think the inspectors to
carry out arbitration awards should
also be inspectors under our Factories
Act, because it is exactly the same class
of work. There would be nothing diffi-
cult in a factory inspector bhecoming
conversant also with an arbitration
award. The work is of the same nature,
and I am sure we would get far greater
satisfaction then we have had up to the
present from our factory legislation, if
we could have the inspectors confined to
that work alone and not doing health
work also.

Mr. Lander: What about the lady
inspector washing bottles in the Health
Office ?

Mr. B. J. 8TUBBS: There was a
recommendation in the report of the
select committes. that & lady inspector
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should be appointed. I am convinced
one lady inspector is not sufficient. We
have such a large number of women
and young girls working in our factories,
and none but lady inspectors can see
that the conditions of the Act are carried
out in these factories. We could not
put on a male inspector to see that the
conditions with regard to women are
carried out in their entirety. I under-
stand it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to appoint another lady inspector,
and that applications are now being
called, but 1 would point out that an
anomaly has arisen, or has been created
by the Public Service Commissioner,
the same as existed in regard to the
factory inspectors being made health in-
spectors—it has been made necessary for
the lady inspector to possess the qualifica-
tions of & nurse. Why the Public Service
Commissioner saw fit to compel a lady
factory inspector to possess the qualifi-
cations of & nurse passes my under.
standing. 1 contend that there iz no
necessity for a lady inspector of factories
te posscss any such qualifications. On
the other hand, I claim thet we could
get women in the community with no
knowledge whatever of nursing but
with an excellent ides and knowledge of
what is required in & factory, and an
excellent knowledge of the Acts as they
exist at the present moment, and as to
what should exist in connection with
factory work to make the conveniences
suitable for women working in those
places. Now I wish merely to express
my great pleasure that the Government
are going to deal with the Licensing Act
this session. They are going, to wipe
out of existence that Act passed by their
predecessors, an Act which gave satis-
faction to nobody in the State, not to
the licensed victuallers, the temperance
people, nor to the general public. Bub
I am convinced that the Act which the
present Government intend to bring
forward, when placed on the statute
book and given an opportunity of proving
its efficiency, will prove to be agrecable
to the great majority of the people of
the State. I had intended to touch
bricfly on a couple of other measures

which it is proposed 6o bring [forwar?
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this session, but the hour is getting late,
and my remarks will keep until those
imeasures are brought down. I only want
to say in conclusion that in my opinion
the actions of the present Governmernt
have given unbounded satisfaction to
the people of the State. I beliove that
every administrative Act of the Govern.
ment haes been performed in the intervests
of the whole of the people. I believe
the people of the State will endorse each
and every one of them as readily as the
people of the metropolitan area en-
dorsed the purchase of the steamers at
that megnificent public meeting which
was held recently. Our opponents tried
to belistle that meeting, but when we
realise that there were present at that
meeting to endorse the action of the
Government & greater number of people
than all the votes secured by the success-
ful Liberal candidates at the last Legis.
lative Council elections, we cap readily
believe that thai action of the Govern.
ment has met with the approbation of
the people of the State.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. DOOLEY (Cereldton): I rise, not
altogether to join in the chorus of
compliments showered on the Admin-
istration, and not merely for the sake of
expressing anything at all by way of
compliment. Still, T think T would be
lacking in a sense of appreciation if
I did not, in passing, offer my con-
gratulations to the Administration on
their splendid achievements since attain-
ing office. I must confess that when on
their appointment I recelled that those
gentlemen, or the majority of them, had
never before had any experience of
administrative work, I viewed the situ-
ation with a reasonable amount of
appreiension ; because I recognised that
the country was fairly tired of the
mal-administration of the previous Gov-
ernment, and I felt that in my position
as a member of Parliament, I was, to an
extent, involved in eny administrative
acts of the Government. I also recog-
nised that crcumstances were against
the Government at the outset. For
something like twenty years we had

Y
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never experienced so bad 8 season,
and the Administration had to face the
country and their position with a know-
ledge that a great deal of settlement
had taken place owing to the fact that
the dry areas had been over.boomed,
and people had rushed on to those
areas without being properly safeguarded.
That would have been bad encugh
under normal conditions, but the drought
which came along and threatened such
disaster could only be dealt with by men
of resource and initiative. So, viewing
that position, I could quite understand
the anxiety of an ordinary citizen who
wished to see the best results from the
efforts of tho new Administration. The
results have shown that Ministers met the
position with a great deal of ability and
capacity. With regard to the Address-
in-reply, and the criticisms that have
beenn put forward against the Admin.
istration, I can only sey that in the
history of politics, so far as it comes
wighin my ken, 1 have never known s
Government who have had to contend
with such feeble criticism from their
opponents. When we come to consider
that only two Ministers of the Crown
were subject to any oriticism at all,
namely, the Premier with regard to
finance, and the Minister for Lands, it
is seen how slight was the sttack. In
his reply to the leader of the Opposition
the Premier showed conclusively that
he was & thorough master of his office,
and alo @ capable administrator. A
point was endeavoured to bo made of the
fact that the Premier was inexperienced
in finance, and was not carrying out his
financiel responsibilities in the manner
he should have done. But when we
traverse his speech and see the splendid
and determined efforta he made to
straighten the financial part of his
office, we can readily believe that with a
Premier who will teke the stand he has
done in that connection we have nothing
to fear in regard to the future in the
financiel administration of the country
generally. It was amusing to note
the tactics of the leader of the Op-
position, and pleasing to see the deter-
mined and well directed cudgelling he

received from the Premier. A great
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deal has been said with regard to the
unconstitutional action of the Gowvern-
ment in providing transport facilities
for the pecple of the North-West. 1
naturally expected that when this aspect
of the case was put forward semething
like facts would have been adduced
to prove the cherge. I expected that
sections of the Constibution Act would
have been quoted to demonstrate to us
in what manner they had been fractured.
But T am still awaiting that evidence.
With regard to the regulations made
by the Minister for Lands, I have had
a little experience of political economists,
and have heard political economy ex-
pounded on many occasions, par-
ticularly in regard to the land
But I had to come to this Chamber and
listen to the mernber for Northam to
learn that the value of land could not be
ascertained unless we submitted it to
suction. The member for Northam said
“we could not determine the value of land
unless we dealt in buying and selling.
I was always under the impression that
the value of lend was arrived at by its
productive capacity, or, in the case of
other than agricultural land, by its
utility for the purposes of the com-
munity. But the member for Northam
gave us to understand that we cannot
arrive at the true value of land without
putting it into the market. With regard
to the alleged traffic in land which is
supposed to have been taking place
between the Minister for Works and the
Premier, it has been elearly demonstrated
that nothing of the kind has occurred.
But assuming that it had taken place,
it must be remembered that it took place
under the Administration of the late
Minister for Lands. If it had really
oceurred, in my opinion, it would
have been suffic’ent to determine that
the time had arrived for displacing the
late Minister for Lands {rom office.
Moreover it did not affect in any way
the principles involved in the regula-
tions issued by the present Minister for
‘Lands. If regulations are issued which
are claimed to be in the interests of the
public gooa, or in the interests of a
proper policy of land settlement, it does

not follow that if members of a party do
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not properly observe those regulations,
that the regulations are unsound. 1
think the Opposition would have been
better employed in attacking the regu-
lations from that point of view than in
declaring that the regulations had been
the means ‘of causing the banks to close-
down on the farmers. I say this was not
so, certainly not according to my ex-
perience during the last six months.
A good deal has been said during the
course of this debate regarding the
tyranny of unicns, and I would like to
say, as far as my observations have
guided me, that this is another bogey,
trotted out for electioneering purposes.
The Federal elections are beginning to
loom up, and, as is the custom, the
opposite party are not able to attack
successfully our principles. They are
not able successfully to demonstrate any
maladministration on the part of either
the State of the Federal Labour party,
so the usual tactics must be adopted,
they must raise one more bogey. They
seern to be fairly prolific in that par-
ticular industry, but the only thing
about it is that they are very bad trades-
men. The bogeys they manufacture
and the spirits they invoke seem to re-
nege at the most critical moment, and
this is another case in point. The bogey
has been fairly well exploded during the
course of this debate. So far as trades
unions are concerned, we are told every
time we ask our opponents to come face
to face with us on this question—' we
believe in unions, they are a good thing,
we know they are doing good.” We
feel very thankiul to them for telling us
something we know all about, and which
the public generally, if they think for a
moment, must realise. Twenty years ago
unionism was at a very low ebb ; that
was the most stagnant time in the history
of unionism. It was the time of the hig
maritime strike, and stagnation in busi-
ness and industry was never so pro-
nounced either hefore or since. It was
then that the industrial workers, finding
that they were being neglected, ignored,
passed aside and turmed down on every
possible occasion, started to look for a
remedy. It has been said that nations
move on their stomachs ; the same thing
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can be applied to all-reform. 'The trades
union movement has been the commence-
ment of reforms which are now being
put into practical use. We know very
well that the conditions of the worker
never could have been improved or the
improvement mainteined had it not been
for the unions. They have endeavoured
on all oceasions to work on sound and
just lines. Ever-.smee the advent of the
industria! system or the capitalistic
system, the moment an sattempt was
made by the wage-earner to better his
conditions or protest against his con-
ditions getting worse, he was met with
the greatest opposition and the severest
tyranny from the employing class.
Throughout history and to the early part
of last century we find that the work-
ers were continually being tyrannised.
The whole history of the labour move-
ment proves conclusively that the work-
ers have always had to suffer and that
the leaders of unions have had to contend
against tyranny, and it ill becomes these
people to-day to raise this question
whenever they desire to use it for political
purposes. I come nearer home and
would like to mention one or two in-
stances in connection with the tyranny
of employers. I shall refer to the
member for Murray-Wellington and the
time he was Commissioner of Railways.,
That gentleman, when Commissioner,
started off with a great flourish of trum-
pets a8 to what he would do for the
workers. He anticipated the union on
that occasion in their desire for an appeal
board. He constituted himself an ap-
peal board, because, as usual, he could
not trust “anybody else but himself
to do justice when the occasion de-
manded,

Mr. George: You are quite sure I
fixed that, are you ?

Mr. DOOLEY : So you tell us, and I
am only taking your word. The appeal
board was established and before it had
been working twelve months a glaring
case of injustice was brought to light
in connection with one of the staff. The
man had been peremptorily dismissed for
an error which he had mothing to do
with, but a scapegoat had to be found,
and that man thought he had sufficient
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grounds for an appeal. He only wanted
to put his case before the appeal board
end when the case was examined pre-
sumably it was a bit too strong even for
the hon. member and he said he would
not hear it. The case was not heard ;
consequently the appeal board became
a dead letter, and immediately the union
decided that their great hope for justice
in the Commissioner had vanished.
If they wanted assistance or an appeal
board they realised it must be established
understatute, and consequently, by agreat
deal of hard work and battling, and in
the teeth of the opposition of the then
Commissioner, a statutory appeal board
was established. Then again we found
that matters were not satisfactory, and
we asked for better conditions in the
usual way and again we were thwarted.
Finelly we were driven to the Arbitration
Court. We went there and the then
Comimissioner took an action which was
practically on all fours with the action
of the leader of the Opposition at Bays-
water. The cese was being dealt with,
we had had some difficulty in getting to
the Court, but eventually had got there,
and, while the matter was sub judice
the then Commissioner endeavoured to
intimidate and prevent justice from
being done in that court by circularising
the staff with the object and purpose of
delaying proceedings or preventing the
proceedings from going to that court.

Mr. George : Oh, that is your distorted
imagination.

Mr. DOOLEY : I might tell the hon.
member that had legal advice been
followed on that occasion, it would have
been & matter of hard fact which he
would not have relished ; but recognis-
ing the difficulties and complications with
which the present Aet is swrounded,
we thought we could rely on the justice
of our case and not bother to take action
against the Commissioner or prevent
the case from going before the Court in
the way I have indicated. We know
that to be a fact. I want to mention
these things ; I do not contend person-
ally that there is any necessity to men-
tion them to the observant person, but
when this ¢ry of tyranny is heing made,
it is just as well to mention some of the
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tyrannical practices given effect to by
some of the members who are now the
first to ery out. ;

Mr. George: You know perfectly well
it is not true.

Mr. DOOLEY : I challenge the hon.
member to successfully contradict me.

Mr. George: It is true about the cir-
<¢ular, but not the way you put it. Your
union attempted to deal with the trades-
men ; I wanted to see if the tradesmen
wanted you and they did nos.

Mr. DOOLEY : They were members
of our union, and were justified in taking
their case under the Arbitration Act and
proceeding in the proper and constitu-
tional way. While the case was belng
dealt with at the court, the hon. mem-
ber sought to undermine it by circular-
ising our men who had voted that they
were willing the case should go to the
court. The men were asked to say
that they were not willing to go to the
court, and would prefer that the Com-
missicner dealt with thema. I am proud
to say that although the attempt was
mede it was an absolute failure, but the
point is that the then Commissioner of
Railways was attempting to intimidate
a large body of men by illegal methods.

. Mr. George: Nonsense.

Mr. DOOLEY : That cannot be denied.

Mr. Heitmann: He must be a bad
Tnen. . P

Mr. Underwood: Is that the time
they calledd him the “rajah ” ?

Mr. DOOLEY : So far a3 tyranny is
concerned, I have never met a greater
tyrant or despot than the hon. member
was when he was in the position of Com-
missioner of Railways. : ;

+ Mr. George : That is the greatest com-
pliment I have ever had paid me.

Mr. DOOLEY : There it only one
redeeming feature about the despot
or tyrant and that is for him to have
the courags of his tyranny or despotism.
I know very well and I can show that
that is just the virtue of a tyrant that
the hon. member lacked on the occasion
of which T am speaking.

+ Mr. George: That is very good; I
wonder where you got it from.

. Me. DOOLEY : There was a member
of that organisation who had been
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working & good deal in connection with
union matters and the departments
suddenly discovered that he should be
transferred to another branch -of the
railway service. A little celebration
was given to the man on the occasion
of his leaving, and there was a gentle-
man, at that function who made certain
statements that this man was being sent
away on account of his activity in union
matters. Then the Commissioner of
Railways rang up the Press and said
that this was nothing of the kind, that
they were =ending him away because
he was a man who had a particular ability
which could be better adapted at the
place to which he was being sent.

s Mr. George : Was not that man being
paid less than tradesman's wages, and
did I not give him more when he was
sent away ?

Mr. DOOLEY : That i3 absolately
wrong. The point I want to make is
that when the man was sent away the
Commissioner took the trouble to com-
municate with the Press and say that he
was not being transferred for the reason
given at the function. That man went
away and came back and he had occasion
to approach the appeal board, and when
reasons were given why he should not
get the improved position that he was
asking for, he was told that he had been
transferred to Geraldton simply to re-
move his bad influence from the men at
Fremantle.

Mr. George: Did I say that ?

Mr. DOOLEY : The hon. member did
not say that, but he was present when it
was said.

Mr. George: Nothing of the sort,
The man claimed to be a tradesman and
was not getting tradesman’s wages, and
he was sent where he could get them,
and you were the man.

Mr.  DOOLEY : As a matter of fact
I was getting a trifle more than the
minimum for that class of work.

Mr. George : You wanted a bit more,
and I gave it to you.

Mr. DOOLEY : The question of wages
did not ¢rop up on that oceasion.

Mr. George: It did.

Mr. DOOLEY: Another matter I
would like to refer to is with regard to
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the siatement made here the other night
by the same member with reference to
station-masters and the salaried staff.
He got up in virtnous indignation and
spoke against the bad treatment and
the generally awful state the salaried
staff of the railways were in al the pre-
sent time. The hon. member said that
the wages of the wages men had been
increased and why were not the condi-
tions of the poor salaried men inereased
also. Their position to-day is not what
it should be. When we come to com-
pare the men in the railway serviee high
up in the ranks, getting £500 or £600
& vear, and when we compare the qguali-
fieations of the two classes of people,
it will be found that the salaried staff
are suffering an injustice.  When these
men appealed to the late Commissioner
of Railways they were in a far worse
<condition than they are in to-day, but bhe
flonted them and would not consider their
requests.

Mr. George: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. DOOLEY: He even denied them
official recognition.., TFirst of all when
cevtain unions of the railway service ap-
pealed to the Commissioner on behalf of
these men, the Commissioner said, *No,
I deny their right 1o represent this class
of man” 1We have heard a lot of talk
about unions dietating what the men shall
do of the work they shall perform, but
here is a gentleman who is dictating and
he and others now talk about tyranny.
His is an example of tyranny and des-
potism, and taking away from the men
their absolute eivil rights and freedom,
and saying “You shall not belong to that
union; 1 will not recognise it.” Those
men were on the books of the union, yet
he wanted to dictate to them as to which
union they should belong.  They said,
““Very well, we will go to the Civil Service
Association,” and the Commissioner re-
plied thal he would not have that either.

Mf. George: They were in the Civil
Berviee Association before 1 became Com-
missioner.

Mr. DOOLEY : That has nothing to do
with what I am saying. It is a faet
that the hon. member denied those men
~fficial reeognition.
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Mr. George: T got them to form an
association of their own, and helped them
and raised their minimum.

Mr. DPOOLEY : How did the hon. mem-
ber help them when they went to him
for assistance?

Mr. Heitmann:
Commissioner now.

Mr, DOOLEY: And a good thing for
those men. They were working twelve
hours a day, and there are very few who
are working twelve hour shifts at the
present time. A large number of them
have been put on to eight hours since the
hon. member left the railways, and their
salaries have been increased something
like fifteen per cent. Can we aceept any
statement from the member for Murray- °
Wellington with vegard to his sineerity
when he makes a great theatrical display
of his sympathy towards railway officers
at the present time?  Aections speak
louder than words. He had the oppor-
tunity of improving the positions of these
men and he twitted every effort they made
to improve their posifions.  These are
cold-blooded facts and they eannot be
successfuly contradieted.  With regard
to the question of the meat trust, T think
little more need be said. The member
for Bunbury settled it yesterday when he
quoted some of the evidence and the deci-
sion of the Royal Commission which
dealt with the matter three or four years
ago.

Mr. George: He dealt with ancient his-
tory, not present-day facts.

Mr. DOOLEY: The present Govern-
ment bhave been collecling data which
shows that the position has lately
become accentuated, and acting in aceord-
anece with their pledges they have said
“No more Royal Commissions or beating
about the bush; the people want some
relief and we are now going to see whether
we can give it to them.”  There are
two things which have been successfully
shown here. One is that there is a meat
trust, and that it operates by monopolis-
ing the trade and preventing any lmf
those who are wuunder ifs control from
obtaining transport faeilities, and assist-
ance to market 1heir stock, and then it has
been proved conclusively that when

Anyhow he is not
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they get to the market the means of
distribution are eontrolled and handled
entirely by the combine. The onus
lies on the Opposition to refute what has
beenn said  here. With repard to
what has been said by the member for
Bevertey. T think his vemarks for being
illogical take the cake. He first of all
starts  off by enlogising the present
Administration for the assistance they
have given to the farmers, then he goes
on to say that the farmer is the backbone
of the counfrv. In the next breath
he states that ihe farimers desire to be
puotected  from the Rural Workers’
Chnion because they are too poor to pay
the wages which ave demanded. The
~hon. member admits that the faviner has
the advantage of water supply, fertiliser
supplies, seed wheat, inereased financial
assistance from the Agricultural Bank.
deferred rents, and reduced freights,
and with ali those advaninges and
facilities he wanis te deny  the
common right to the workers, wilth-
out whose assistance the farmers
conld not send away a bushel of wheat
to the market, to form an association.
Whaf for? Simply {o put their elains for
improved conditions legally before the
courl, The hon. member wants tfo
deny the workers the right to form an
organisaiion so that they mayx proteet
their interests, and then we hear all this
talk about the tyranny of unions. Let
me inform the hon. member that rural
workers’ unions existed in Great Britain
so far back as 60 vears ago,

Mr. George: Not 60 years ago. about
45 years agu.

Mr. DOOLEY: Well, it is a consider-
ahle time ago. Iowever, T will bow, as
1 shall do on all oecasions, to the ahmighty
and expanding knowledge the hon. mem-
her possesses.  There was a rural work-
ers’ union in existence for{y-five vears
ago, preity well before any of the pre-
sent Administration were born.

The Minister for Lands: You might
go haek to a time six eenturies ago.

Mr. TOOLEY: Precisely, The point
is thal when we liear so much about (he
l_\_'|::mn.\' of unions it is just as well to
let the people know of the tyranny of
emplovers.  The people on the other
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side proclaim loudly their sympathy
with the employer in times of industrial
unrest, and their approval of his taectics,
but the same people complain bitterly
when the same treatment is meted out
by another secltion of the community.
The troubles of the present Administra-
tion will not lie in their capacity to put
into effect the policy of the party they
represent, but in my opinion they will
lie chiefly in {he administration of their
officers.  The question they will have
to deal with iz one of very serious im-
portance. They have already lhad
a taste of the difliculties with regard to

the equitable administration of the
different staffs in the public service.
Tnder our poliecy that serviee is not

going to diminish; rather it is going lo
expand, and econsequently the work of
Ministers will increase. The matter they
will have to keep well in view is that of
seeing that justice is done to every in-
dividual in the service. They will have
to ignore past customs, to put aside past
traditions of  public administration;
they will have to go boldly, and remem-
ber that lhe battle ig half won if they
give justice and fair dealings to every
individual member of the public service.

The Henerary Minister {Hon. W. C.
Angwin): And to those outside the
service also.

Mr. DOOLEY: Yes, but justice does
not admit of any qualification. I am
speaking of justice in the hroadest pos-
sible sense, of equality to all. T know
that in the past that has noi obtained
in lhe public service, and T know that
if in the future this prineiple is not kept
well in view the difficuliies of lhe Ad-
minisiration will be accentwated.  They
must see fo this, and if thev do they
will have a staff of which no one memher
will be able to rise and say that he is
not getting a fair deal. Then the exira
work that will eontinue to come upon
them as long as our poliey is heing pur-
sued will be considerably lessened by
observing 4 strict spivit of justice in the
administration of the various offices.

On motion by Mr. Turvev debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 10.5 p.m.



